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Block Party

With our summer emphasis on
neighborhood, we have invited
those in our neighborhood to
join us for fellowship on Sunday,
August 16, from 4:30-6 PM. This
is when we hope to meet our
neighbors.

Pulled pork sandwiches, baked
beans and cold slaw with

iced tea and lemonade will be
followed by ice cream. The
popcorn machine will be ready
to go. Games for all ages will
bring cries of laughter. And
there will be plenty of spaces to
sit and chat.

This event was conceived by
our mission/neighborhood

task force and implemented

by your Outreach, Nurture and
Compassion, Peace and Justice
groups.
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Hello Everyone! You Are Amazing!

Thank you for your amazing and overwhelming support of the food pantry! We
are off to a great start!

| hope everyone has had a good sum-
mer as we begin to start looking at the
start of school, and the kick off of so
many of our programs, Adult Spirit-
ual Formation, youth and elementary
sunday school classes, choir, and
so many other things. We have our
upcoming block party where we hop
to welcome folks to our church, and
the welcome week game night coming
up in early September. | guess all this
is me trying to say that there are a lot
of exciting things around the corner for
us! | look forward to working with you
all to help this church continue minis-
tering to all its people and the people
outside our church as well.

As of July 1, 2026, the FPC Food Pantry is an official partner of the Eastern
lllinois Food Bank (EIFB). This partnership will permit us to purchase food at
a greatly reduced price. In the future and as the pantry grows, we aspire to
provide food/supplies such as dairy, meat, bread, personal hygiene and paper
e goods, etc. We will work prayerfully with you all as we take next steps in our
journey. Not only does the EIFB deliver our food order, but they also make
available many free products. As we learn how to navigate this generous
offering, we ask for your continued support and patience.

We are also aware that we need to fine tune the volunteer schedule. To help us
ensure that volunteers are placed when and where needed, we would like to try
using the online tool, “SignUpGenius.” We’ve configured a schedule through the
end of the calendar year; please go here to volunteer: Food Pantry volunteer

Following are the anticipated 2026 dates when we will pack (last Thursday of the
month) and distribute (first Thursday of the month).

Food Pantry 2026 Calendar
[ WELCOMING
WEEK Pack Thursday Distribution Thursday
International Family August 27 September 3
Game Time September 24 October 1
October 29 November 5

November 19 (one week early) December 3

Mark your calendars for our annual No packing day in December  January 7, 2027

International Family Game Time
Tuesday, September 15 from 4:30-
6 PM in Centennial Hall and the patio
area. This is now a tradition.

Sponsored by the New American Help Fill Our Food Pantry

Welcome Center during Welcoming

America Week, we will have games for ) )
all ages and many community groups A list of items needed

representad. can be found in Westminster Hall.

P Monetary donations always welcome!
ease attend to represent our
congregation and help with welcoming,
registration and game supervision. It is
always great fun!



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D44A5AB23A1FE3-64732591-fpcfood#/
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We Welcome All!

Be intentional about saying hello and
goodbye. Identify greeters and ushers
with a special name tag so visitors who
need information can easily identify
them.

Escort newcomers to the nursery,
sanctuary or hospitality table. Don’t
just point them to the way or give
directions.

Adopt the “rule of three”, which

says members will not talk to other
members in the first three minutes
following worship-typically how long it
takes a guest to exit.

Enact the “circle of 10” rule-that each
member will greet anyone within 10
feet of them.

Say, “l don’t think we’'ve met before...”
if you are not sure if the person next to
you is a member or a visitor.

Ask members to sit in the pews where
visitors most commonly sit, often near
the back.

From the Lewis Center for Church
Leadership

5

Please join the Miller
family in Celebrating
Linda Miller’s 90" birthday
2-3:30 p™ Saturday,
August 15, at Brookdale,
1706 East Amber Lane,
Urbana. Refreshments
will be served. RSVP’s
are encouraged but not
required. Call or text
Deanna at 308-991-2322.

Face to Face With Nancy Dankle

Tell me about your family and your work.

What brought you to First Presbyterian Church?
Well, | have been a member for thirty-four years and | guess the location, the
beautiful spaces and all the opportunities to worship, serve God and the community.

What has been the highlight of your church experience?

There are many. | was active in the children and youth programs of the past and
remember them with great joy. We had thirty or so in our new members classes
then. Children and youth were everywhere.
am a ruling elder.

I loved teaching vacation bible school. |

| have done a large variety of things from work in medical supplies to cheerleading

coaching to my current passion of garden and landscape design. My husband,
Casey, is Catholic as are my children Jesse and McKenzie. We are blessed now with two grandchildren. George is 22
months and Stella 11 months and | will be a big part of their lives.

What do you do in your free time?

| stay busy. | love my work and my family. | currently coordinate the flower ministry at First and help with our Sunday

brunches.

What are your favorite Bible characters? The Good Samaritan. | try to be a good neighbor and a help those in the

community who need help.

How can the church best be the church? Love each other, welcome and support strangers and serve the needs of the

community.
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Won'’t You
Be My Neighbor?

Vacation Bible School
was held July 27-30

God is amazing! We were blessed
with twenty lovely children and twenty-
four volunteers. DREAAM partnered
with us providing four “interns”,
several families and transportation.

Our days included an early snack,
musical welcome with prayer and
words of encouragement followed by
recreation, then crafts and story time
followed by lunch.

Gratitude to those who have given of
themselves to make these four days
great ones for the children who are
our neighbors. Thanks be to God for
Solomon Abache, Mariya Chapple,
Tracy Dace, Tanya Deckert, Ritchie
Drennan, Kam’ren Dudley, Fred e
Foster, Barbara Fuller-Curry, Marcia &
Franks, Rylee Goss, Kat Hilton,
Betty Hollister, Sabrina Hwu, Laura
Johnston, Stephen Kemboi, Bill
Kirby, Bob and Claudia Kirby, Max
Kirby, Dajuan Lane, Isaac Love,
Genina Myrick, lan Njoroge, Kayode
Oke, Blaise Pascal, Richard and
Beverly Palmer, Bruce Rainey, Kurt
and Lola Ruthsmansdorfer, Linda
Sandquist, Annilee Shaul, Julie
Shult, Jeannie Snoeyink, Pat Tarr,
Trenna Thomas, Peter Yau. If we
missed someone, we apologize.
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Everybody

Counts. ’4’1‘,«% :
God Loves \‘C{\

God loves you!
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The Heart of Mission

The Intercultural Church

o

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH (US.A))

First Pres mission statement (2019)
called on us to “grow our church’s
multicultural footprint”. An intercultural
congregation adds the challenge that
multiple cultures work together in
harmony in the one body of Christ.

The Presbyterian Church USA
defines an "intercultural church" as a
diverse faith community that moves
beyond mere racial integration to
intentionally welcome, share, and
celebrate the cultures, languages,
and leadership gifts of all people.
The PCUSA declared the 2020-2030
period as the Decade of Intercultural
Transformation, committing to
systemic reformation across the
denomination to foster these values.

Our New Americans Ministry Team
seeks to grow our multicultural
congregation as an intercultural

one. We should strive to be radically
welcoming in all our ministries.
Francophone Bethesda Fellowship
worshiping Saturday evenings is a
1001 New Worshiping Community.
English Language Learners Program
serves adults of many nations. Easy
English Fellowship offers English
learners an opportunity to connect

through a special Sunday worship
time. International Family Game Time
is a wonderful opportunity to meet and
greet young families of many nations.

Sunday coffee time and monthly
brunch are great opportunities

to seek out someone you do not
know, introduce yourself and start a
conversation. You will be blessed in
doing so.

Jesus Christ Our
Redeemer

1 Peter 1:18-25

He was chosen before the creation of
the world but was revealed in these
last times for your sake. Through him
you believe in God, who raised him
from the dead and glorified him, and
so your faith and hope are in God.

1 Peter 1:20-21 (NIV)

A slave was “redeemed” when
someone paid the price for his or her
freedom. God paid the price for our
redemption to free us from the tyranny
of sin, not with money, but with the
precious life of His own Son. We
cannot escape sin on our own; only
the life of the Son of God can set us
free.

True love involves selfless devotion;
for that reason, a selfish person
cannot truly love. God’s love and
forgiveness free us from self-
centeredness and motivate us to meet
the needs of others.

By sacrificing his life, Christ proved
that he truly loves us. Now you can
love others by following his example
and giving of yourself selflessly.

Referring to Isaiah 40:6-8, Peter
reminds believers that everything is
this life—possessions, achievements,
and people—will eventually fade away
and disappear.

Only God’s will, His Word, and His
work are permanent. We must avoid
coveting what is temporary and
instead focus our time, money, and
energy on what is permanent: the
Word of God and our eternal life in
Christ.

Prayer: Beloved Father, help us to
focus our energies on what truly fills
our lives: the Word of God. Amen.

Su Voz (His Voice) is written by
our siblings in Christ in Cuba and
distributed daily through email.

Stay Connected
BY CAMILLE JAMES
CANILLEJAMES 11@GMAIL.COM

We’ve updated our church website!
It will help members stay connect-
ed with the life of the church and
help visitors find what they need
quickly and easily.

You'll find worship service links, the
church calendar, sermons, bulle-
tins, newsletters, and an easy way
to tithe. We hope it becomes your
first stop when you're looking for
information!

The site is easy to use—but if
you’d like someone to show you
around, see Melinda Miller or
Camille James

after worship.

Visit firstpres.church—and stop by
often!



http://firstpres.church
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Vacation Bible School
Iglesia Presbhiteriana Reformada en
Luyano, Havana Cuba

Thank You from the PC-USA Cuba Partners
August 1, 2026
Dear First Presbyterian Church of Champaign,

Words are not sufficient to thank you for stepping up for our brothers and sisters in Christ in Cuba. During this time

of unprecedented hardship, you have taken a stand. You have helped alleviate some of our Cuban siblings” physical
suffering, due to a lack of electricity, food and medicines, among other things. More importantly, your donation
demonstrates to our Cuban siblings in a very tangible way your solidarity with them as they struggle to care for not only
their own, but also the physical and spiritual well-being of their communities.

Rest assured that your gifts are already making a big difference in the lives and important missional work of our Cuban
siblings. Thanks to you and others’ generous donations, we are making great strides towards installing solar energy
systems in Cuban churches. With an increased ability to preserve and prepare foods, the Cubans can also begin to
address their food needs. Funds can also then be directed to supplying much needed medicines.

However, it is important to note that your donation has had a positive impact on not just members of Cuban Presbyterian
church congregations, but also of their communities. Our Cuban siblings are sharing the resources that they receive,
providing significant outreach to help meet both the spiritual and physical needs of their communities. Your generosity has
and will continue to be a blessing to so many of God'’s children in Cuba.

Thank you, again!
PC-USA Cuba Partners Network
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Verse of the Da

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old
has passed away; look, new things have come into being]!
- 2 Corinthians 5:17

Voice of the Day

Are we ready to be born again? Are we ready to realize our best
possibilities? Are we ready to go past the old ways and move in
new directions? Carry on that conversation and see where it goes.
I challenge you.

- Vincent Harding

Praver of the Day

God, you see through our collective stubbornness and stagnation.
Coax us and our nation into a necessary rebirth.
- Sojourners

j%é;@ﬂm

We express sympathy to...

Sharing Our Lives Together

A big thank you to Anne Craig for donating a big tent. We will use it for

outdoor events, and it will be available to loan to congregants for events like e to the family and friends of

weddings and yard parties. Faye Reid who died July 20

2026. The Memorial Service
Dennis Arthur and wife Juliana have moved to Columbus, Ohio. They was held at the church on
transferred membership to Broad Street Presbyterian Church near campus. August 3, 2026.

They say it was the congregation most like First Pres.

One of our graduate student members needs to furnish an empty apartment.
He is looking for a place to sleep, a desk and a chair. Contact Stephen at
517-455-6450 or stephenkemboi33@gmail.com.

Happy birthday to...

e Linda Miller who will celebrate
her 90" birthday August 15
with a party from 2-3:30 PM at
Brookdale in Urbana.

4 N
If you or a loved one is in the hospital or in need of

a pastoral visit, please let the church office know.
Our pastor, staff, and hospital visitors keep this
information confidential.

Your church wants to be in touch. Blest be the tie
that binds.
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Flnance June 2026 Contributions

Financial Update
BY ANN WEBBINK, FINANCE TEAM &0

2.7
58
ANWEB2@vAH00.COM
50 475
Contributions a0
Total June contributions: $39.3k from '
plate and pledge plus $8.2K from 5 30
prepaid= $47.5K This is $10.5K T 20
less than last year and $15.2K under .
budget. Total contributions YTD, )
including prorated prepaid pledges are 0

$347.2K. This is $70.1K less than last June

year and $ 29K under budget. At 50% m2025 W2026 mBudget
of the year, we have 52.7% of the

budgeted contributions, including all Contributions YTD
prepaid contributions.

Contributions inthousands

430 4173

376.2
Expenses

June expenses were $78.7 K, which
is $16.6K more than last year and
$0.8k over budget. Expenses YTD are
$468.9K, which is $34.4k less than
last year and $1.5K over budget.

At 50% of the year, we have spent
50.17% of the budget.
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Contributions inthousands
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Balance YTD June ¥TD
Revenue from all sources exceeded

expenses by $661,619. This is due

to the proceeds from the sale of

the farmland. If those proceeds are

removed expenses exceed revenue by AL
$37,186.

W 2025 w2026 mBudget

ExpensesYTD

500
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Session Designated Funds
$1,143,793 which is $28,652 more
than last month.

.
o
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Expenses inthousands

Summary of Restricted Accounts
$631.91 was donated to the food
pantry, $119 to ELL and $190 to Cuba
Partners.

=3
Ln
[=]

[=]

Note: Farmland proceeds equaled §2025 m2026 WBudget
$698,805
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Change Service Requested
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CHURCH oF cHAMPAIGN

302 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820
P:217.356.7238

E: info@firstpres.church

www firstpres.church

Sunday:
9:30 A Worship
10:30 aM  Coffee and Fellowship
10:40 am  Sunday School/Adult Discussions

Online Worship is also available at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings
thru YouTube, Facebook, and our church website.
Go to FirstPres.Live

Contact the church office for more information.

Pastors:

Joseph Lundy...............c........ Associate Pastor/Acting Head of Staff
Staff:

Ritchie Drennen ... Facility Manager
Patty Farthing......ccoeeeeeeerenescnrescrsenscssesnennee Office Assistant
Robert Ferrer ... Audio-visual Technician
Fred FOSter ... Evening Custodian
Marcia Franks........cecnencenencenerneencenennee Office Administrator
Samuel Stephenson........cecvceecencencencrneenceneencenennee Director of Music
JIl SEEWAIT...ceceeeecececeecseieeesesessesescaennes Accounting
Bonnie Ward...........cccccuveeunee English Language Learner Director

Staff email addresses are the person’s first name followed by
@firstpres.church For example, beth@firstpres.church

Church Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30AM -2 PM

Friday 8:30 AM - noon

The newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the third Monday of the month for the following month’s edition.

Send submissions to marcia@firstpres.church.
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