present time. God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family. In
his reconciling love, God overcomes the barriers between sisters and brothers and
breaks down every form of discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real or
imaginary. The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one

another as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, education,
leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights. Therefore, the
church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination and ministers to those
injured by it. Congregations, individuals, or groups of Christians who exclude,
dominate, or patronize others, however subtly, resist the Spirit of God and bring
contempt on the faith which they profess.

Invitation to the Offering (We are invited to return God’s tithes and give our offering.)
Offertory

Response of Gratitude #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayer of Dedication & Thanksgiving

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (pg 35, in the language or wording most familiar to you.)

We Go Out In God’s Name

Having gathered together in God’s name and been fed by God’s Holy Word,
we go out in God’s name bearing the peace of Christ to the world.

Saying Goodbye to Church Organist/Pianist Yuxi Chen
We have gathered in this place to mark the departure of Yuxi Chen from the life of First
Presbyterian Church. What would we like her to know in her leaving?
God has called you to new place and a new task. We grieve your leaving! We will miss
you! ...

Connecting with our Community

#Hymn for Commitment #289 On Pentecost They Gathered
#Charge and Benediction

#Congregational Sung Benediction #80 You Shall Go Out with Joy

¢#Postlude

#Please stand as you are able in body or spirit.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church
Bienvenue a La Premiere Eglise Presbytérienne de Champaign

Bienvenidos a La Primera Iglésia Presbiteriana
SHO ME 32w LaIS I ELICH
Si vous souhaitez que le service soit traduit en francais,
procurez-vous un récepteur et des écouteurs a l'arriére du sanctuaire.



Welcome to worship!
When you enter the worship space, please be mindful of the silent prayers of those around you.
Mingle with other friends and guests and learn more about this congregation’s ministry. Welcome home!

We Gather Together In God’s Holy Name

God calls us together as “children.” How wonderful it is to be so loved! Our natural response is worship.

Prelude
Chiming of the Hour on Tower Bell
Greetings & Welcome/Act of Friendship & Prayer Concerns

Please pass the Friendship Pad, noting with whom you are sitting, and list prayer concerns on the prayer request cards in the pews.
Threshold Moment

Call to Worship (based on Aes 2:1-21)
They were all gathered in one place...
We have learned that stories of resurrection are best witnessed in community.
From heaven there came the rush of a wind and it filled that place where they were.
The wind of the Spirit has been blowing among us. Holy Spirit, you are welcome here!
Flames appeared and rested upon each of them, as their hearts burned with love.
We have witnessed God’s refining fire, changing lives and renewing hope.
They were speaking different languages but each could understand the other.
Pain, suffering, as well as love and comfort are universal languages.
Some thought they were filled with new wine.
It is possible to feel joy beyond comprehension when just one life is saved, when just
one soul transforms.
But Peter reminded them of the words of the prophet Joel: “I will pour out my spirit on all
peoplel”
We believe the Spirit will revive us and we will dream dreams again and envision a
better world for all people.
This is a Word of Hope for the people who long for it.
Thanks be to the Living Word.

+#Hymn of Praise #282 Come Down, O 1.ove Divine (¥ Please stand as you are able in body or spirit.)

Call to Confession (Congregation may be seated.)

Prayer of Confession
We look for you in all the wrong places, God of the lost, and wonder why we cannot find
you. We wander the corridors of power, while you are on the sidewalks, beside the
homeless. We sit at the head tables of the world, while you are handing out soup to the
hungry at the kitchen’s backdoor.
We applaud those who win the race, while you are cheering on those in last place.
In forgiving us, God of new life, you would transform our cold hearts into those melted

in service to others. In granting us mercy, you challenge us to think of all those we
have ignored. In gifting us with grace, you enable us to proclaim Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior, as the hope, the joy, the peace the world seeks. Silence is kept.

Confession Response #423 Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God (vs. 1)

Assurance of Pardon
Know that the Spirit is working in and through all of us. Because of this, we can be honest about
our lives, our struggles, and the things that keep us locked up. This is the key to transformation: as
soon as truth is spoken and the desire for change is known, Divine Love begins the process of
resurrecting your life. In the name of Jesus Christ, you can be transformed.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you can be transformed.

Passing of the Peace

We Gather Around God’s Holy Word
At the center of Christian life and worship is God’s Word incarnate in Christ and God’s Word as
recorded in scripture. We hear the story of God’s love in scripture and sacrament and we say, “Thanks be to God!”

Word with Children #591 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! (refrain only)
Prayer for Illumination

Scripture in French Matthew 16:13-20
Ceci est la Parole du Seignuer./Gloire a Dieu (pronounced “glow-ah ah dew”)

Anthem E/gar Salut D monr Marianne Kim

Gary Winder, clarinet; Yuxi Chen, piano

Scripture in English Romans 12:1-16 (from The Message)
This is the Word of the Lord./Thanks be to God.

Message Christians, This Is What You Do!
Hymn for Reflection #286 Breathe on Me, Breath of God

Rev. Beth Wagner

We Respond to God’s Word

As God invites us to be disciples of his Son, we prayerfully respond to God
with affirmations of faith and acts of self-giving, commitment, and thanksgiving.

#An Affirmation of Faith The Confession of 1967
In each time and place, there are particular problems and crises through which God calls
the church to act. The church, guided by the Spirit, humbled by its own complicity
and instructed by all attainable knowledge, seeks to discern the will of God and learn
how to obey in these concrete situations. The following are particularly urgent at the



This Week

Sunday, May 24
9:30 AM  Worship/Sanctuary
10:30 AM  Easy English Fellowship/Rms. 204 & 207
10:30 AM  Youth Sunday School/CE Building
10:30 AM  Adult Discussion (Cuba Study)/Patlor

Monday, May 25 Church Office Closed for Memorial Day

5:30 PM  AA/Centennial Hall
Tuesday, May 26
8:30 AM  Men’s Breakfast Bible Study/Patlor & Zoom
9:30 AM  PW Coordinating Team/Zoom
10:30 AM  Church Staff/Parlor & Zoom
12:00 p™M  Classic Book Study/Patlor & Zoom
4:30 PM  World Mission/Parlor & Zoom
Wednesday, May 27
10:00 AM  Coffee with Beth/Espresso Royale
10:00 AM  Food Pantry Team/Food Pantry
11:00 AM  Francophone Ministry/Library
3:30 PM  Environmental Team/Parlor & Zoom
7:30 PM  Wednesdays We Gather/Zoom
Thursday, May 28
10:30 AM  Citcle of Joy/Patlor & Zoom
12:30 PM  Windsor of Savoy Bible Study/Windsor of Savoy
1:00 pPM  Circle of Faith/Parlor & Zoom
6:00 PM  DREAAM Cheer Practice/Centennial Hall
7:00 PM  Circle of Peace/Parlor & Zoom

Friday, May 29 Church Office closes 12 noon

8:15 AM  Men’s Prayer/Zoom
12:00 PM  New Americans/Chapel
3:30 pPM  PNC Meeting via Google Meet
7:00 PM  French Prayer/Zoom
Saturday, May 30
6:00 PM  Francophone Bethesda Fellowship/Chapel

Announcements

eBob Kirby is our liturgist this morning. If you would like to serve as liturgist on a Sunday morning,
contact Carol Miles.

oThis morning we say goodby to Yuxi Chen, our organist/pianist. We wish her well on her move
to Colorado.

eThank you to Sarah Navy for helping lead our hymns this morning,

oWe have access to our hearing assistant loop during worship. This technology allows people with
hearing aids equipped with T-Coil technology to hear the service through their hearing aids. If you
know you have T-coil technology, plan to turn on the T-coil via your phone each Sunday morning;

eWe are glad you’re here! Questions about First Pres, see either pastor after the service or contact

the church office (info@firstpres.church).

eWe have NEW nametags! If you cannot find your nametag, please contact the church office.
The cost for your first nametag is provided by the church. If you lose your nametag, you will be
responsible for the $10 replacement cost.

ePlease be reminded our service time is now 9:30 AM each Sunday morning.

eThis morning our Adult Discussion immediately following worship continues the 6-part series on
Cuba and our sister congregation in Havana. Bob Kirby will lead the discussion.

oWe will be honoring Interim Pastor Beth Wagner at a Farewell/Retirement Brunch following
the church service on Sunday, June 7, in Westminster Hall. Please plan to attend to wish Pastor Beth
well on her upcoming retirement.

e Anyone interested in donating flowers for use on Sunday mornings during worship, please
contact Nancy Dankle 217.778-4088 or nkdankle@jicloud.com.

eWe are collecting royalties each time we hear a Spiritual in our service. Royalties were never paid for
this music. Money we collect will go to the DREAAM Choir. Donation box is on the Welcome Center.

eHelp fill our Food Pantry. A food distribution will be held Thursday, June 4, from 12 noon to 1 PM. A
list of items needed can be found in Westminster Hall. Monetary donations always welcomel!

eJoin Pastor Beth for coffee Wednesday, May 27, from 10-12 at Espresso Royale in Champaign.

eGraduates will be recognized and celebrated Sunday, June 14. If you have a high school,
college, master’s graduate, etc., please email name; relationship; where graduating from; degree; and
future plans to Brandi Lowe at brandiscrapbook(@yahoo.com by June 3.

elf you or a loved one is in the hospital or in need of a pastoral visit, contact the church office.
oCheck out the book cart in Westminster Hall. Donate a book for others to enjoy and take some.
oThe May newsletter is available in the kiosks or at firstpres.church/newsletter.

ePlease do not park in the spaces marked Reserved 24/7 behind Meyer/Capel Law office on Sundays.

oIf unable to attend church, watch the service live each Sunday at firstpres.church/live. The Sunday
service video is available on-line this week; audio sermon available the following Sunday at
10:30 AM on WDWS 1400AM.

eScam/Email Spoof Alert ... Your pastors will never send a text, email or voicemail asking you to
purchase gift cards. If in doubt, contact the church office.



