
June 28, 2026       5th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church
Bienvenue à La Premiere Eglise Presbytérienne de Champaign

Bienvenidos a La Primera Iglésia Presbiteriana

Si vous souhaitez que le service soit traduit en français, 
procurez-vous un récepteur et des écouteurs à l’arrière du sanctuaire. 

Office:  302 West Church, Champaign, IL 61820 s 217.356.7238
info@firstpres.church s Rev. Joe Lundy (joseph@firstpres.church)

www.firstpres.church s Facebook: fb.com/firstpreschampaign

Invitation to the Offering  (We are invited to return God’s tithes and give our offering.)

Offertory

Response of  Gratitude #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayer of  Dedication & Thanksgiving

Prayers of  the People 

The Lord’s Prayer (pg. 35; in the language or wording most familiar to you.) 

 We Go Out In God’s Name
Having gathered together in God’s name and been fed by God’s Holy Word,  

we go out in God’s name bearing the peace of Christ to the world.

Connecting with our Community

VHymn for Commitment #833 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go

VCharge and Benediction (see insert & screens)

VCongregational Sung Benediction #80 You Shall Go Out with Joy  

VPostlude 

VPlease stand as you are able in body or spirit.

Forgive those who have 
forgotten how to lament, 
and grant that our souls 
might be moved at last, 
protected from despair 
on the journey.



Assurance of  Pardon

Passing of  the Peace

We Gather Around God’s Holy Word
At the center of Christian life and worship is God’s Word incarnate in Christ and God’s Word as 

recorded in scripture.  We hear the story of God’s love in scripture and sacrament and we say, “Thanks be to God!”

Word with Children #591 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!  (refrain only)

Prayer for Illumination

Scripture in French Matthew 5:3-9		
	 Ceci est la Parole du Seignuer./Gloire à Dieu (pronounced “glow-ah ah dew”)

Scripture in English Ruth 1:19-22		
	 This is the Word of  the Lord./Thanks be to God.	

Message 	 The Rev. Joe Lundy

VHymn for Reflection #817 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

We Respond to God’s Word
As God invites us to be disciples of his Son, we prayerfully respond to God

with affirmations of faith and acts of self-giving, commitment, and thanksgiving.

VAn Affirmation of  Faith from the Confession of  1967	 	
		  In Jesus of  Nazareth true humanity was realized once for all. Jesus, a Palestinian 
		  Jew, lived among his own people and shared their needs, temptations, joys, and 
		  sorrows. He expressed the love of  God in word and deed and became a brother to all 		
		  kinds of  sinful men. But his complete obedience led him into conflict with his people. 
		  His life and teaching judged their goodness, religious aspirations, and national hopes. 	
		  Many rejected him and demanded his death. In giving himself  freely for them he took 	
		  upon himself  the judgment under which all men stand convicted. God raised him from 	
		  the dead, vindicating him as Messiah and Lord. The victim of  sin became victor, and 		
		  won the victory over sin and death for all people.

Welcome to worship!
When you enter the worship space, please be mindful of the silent prayers of those around you. 

 Mingle with other friends and guests and learn more about this congregation’s ministry.   Welcome home!

We Gather Together In God’s Holy Name
God calls us together as “children.”  How wonderful it is to be so loved!  Our natural response is worship.

Prelude  
Chiming of  the Hour on Tower Bell
Greetings & Welcome/Act of  Friendship & Prayer Concerns 
	 Please pass the Friendship Pad, noting with whom you are sitting, and list prayer concerns on the prayer request cards in the pews.
Threshold Moment

Call to Worship
	 Oh God you are with us each and every day!
		  We thank you for your guidance and presence!
	 Lord you have given us all of  creation.
		  A place which has all things that we need.
	 For all these things, 
		  We praise your holy name!

VHymn of  Praise #247 Now the Green Blade Rises (VPlease stand as you are able in body or spirit.)

Call to Confession (Congregation may be seated.)

Prayer of  Confession (Adapted from Black Liturgies)
		  Tender God, we confess that we have forgotten what it means to feel fully. We have 		
		  demeaned sadness as a lesser emotion. We have exalted toxic positivity over 
		  complicated emotions, often rushing toward quick solutions and trite words of  
		  consolation instead of  pausing to truly let the suffering speak. We have struggled 
		  to extend empathy and compassion when others visibly suffer. Forgive us God. 
		  Have mercy on all who dare to weep, who listen and heed the cries of  the world. 
		  Forgive those who have forgotten how to lament, and grant that our souls might be 
		  moved at last, protected from despair on the journey. Amen.  Silence is kept.

Confession Response #423 Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God (vs. 1)	



This Week 
Sunday, June 28
	 9:30	 AM 	 Worship/Sanctuary
	 10:30	 AM 	 Easy English Fellowship/Rms. 204 & 207
	 10:30	 AM 	 Youth Sunday School/CE Building
	 10:30	 AM 	 Adult Discussion (Cuba Study)/Parlor

	Monday, June 29
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Building & Café 
	 1:00	 PM 	 GROW/Chapel
	 3:30	 PM 	 Pastor Nominating Committee/Library
	 5:30	 PM 	 AA/Centennial Hall

Tuesday, June 30
	 8:30	 AM 	 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study/Parlor & Zoom
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Building & Café
	 10:30	 AM 	 Church Staff/Parlor & Zoom

Wednesday, July 1
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Building & Café 
	 5:15	 PM 	 Children’s Ministry/Zoom	
	 7:30	 PM 	 Wednesdays We Gather/Zoom

Thursday, July 2
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Building & Café 
	 12:00	 PM 	 Food Pantry Distribution/Food Pantry
	 2:30	 PM 	 Congregational Care Deacons/Parlor & Zoom
	 4:00	 PM 	 Spiritual Formation/Zoom
	 6:00	 PM 	 DREAAM Cheer Practice/Centennial Hall
		
Friday, July 3 Church Office closes at 12 noon
	 8:15	 AM 	 Men’s Prayer/Zoom
	 7:00	 PM 	 French Prayer/Zoom
	
Saturday, July 4
	 6:00	 PM 	 Francophone Bethesda Fellowship/Chapel

	

Announcements 
lLaura Johnston is our liturgist this morning.  If  you would like to serve as liturgist on a Sunday 
morning, contact Carol Miles.
lFlowers this morning are from Joanne and Larry Walther to the glory of  God, and in honor of  
the communion of  saints at First Presbyterian Church of  Champaign.  (Joanne and Larry are moving 
July 1 to Hinsdalle, IL.)
 lThank you to Owen Gonzalez who serves as our guest pianist this morning.
lWe have access to our hearing assistant loop during worship. This technology allows people with 
hearing aids equipped with T-Coil technology to hear the service through their hearing aids. If  you 
know you have T-coil technology, plan to turn on the T-coil via your phone each Sunday morning. 
lWe are glad you’re here!  Questions about First Pres, see the pastor after the service or contact the 
church office (info@firstpres.church).
lJoin us this morning for our Adult Discussion immediately following worship as we conclude the 
6-part series on Cuba and our sister congregation in Havana. Bob Kirby will lead the discussion.
lThe Environmental Stewardship Committee has scheduled a Litter Pickup on Monday, July 6,  at 
10 AM.  Sign up this morning at the Welcome Center in Westminster Hall.  Gather at the entry of  the 
CE Building.  Please bring gloves.  Litter will be gathered around the church plus West Side Park. 
lFirst Kids Vacation Bible School July 27-30 9 AM-12:30 PM.  Volunteers needed for midmorning
snacks, greeters to sign in children, teachers and assistant teacher.  Contact Claudia Kirby 
claudia.a.kirby@gmail.com to volunteer or with questions. 
lWe’ve updated our church website to help members stay connected with the life of  the church 
and help visitors find what they need quickly and easily.  You’ll find worship service links, the church 
calendar, sermons, bulletins, newsletters, and an easy way to tithe. We hope it’s your first stop when 
looking for information!  It’s easy to use—but if  you’d like help, see Melinda Miller or Camille 
James after worship. Take a few minutes to visit firstpres.church—and stop by often!
lHelp fill our Food Pantry.  A list of  items needed can be found in Westminster Hall.  Monetary 
donations welcome!  Food distributions held the first Thursday of  each month from 12-1 PM.
lIf  you or a loved one is in the hospital or in need of  a pastoral visit, contact the church office.
lAnyone interested in donating flowers for use on Sunday mornings during worship, please 
contact Nancy Dankle 217.778-4088 or nkdankle@icloud.com.
lWe are collecting royalties each time we hear a Spiritual in our service. Royalties were never paid for 
this music. Money we collect will go to the DREAAM Choir. Donation box is on the Welcome Center. 
lCheck out the book cart in Westminster Hall. Donate a book for others to enjoy and take some.
lThe June newsletter is available in the kiosks or at firstpres.church/newsletter. 
lPlease do not park in the spaces marked Reserved 24/7 behind Meyer/Capel Law office on Sundays.
lIf  unable to attend church, watch the service live each Sunday at firstpres.church/live.  The Sunday 
service video is available on-line this week; audio sermon available the following Sunday at 10:30 AM 
on WDWS 1400AM. 
lScam/Email Spoof  Alert ... Your staff  will never send a text, email or voicemail asking you to 
purchase gift cards. If  in doubt, contact the church office. 

http://firstpres.church

