
June 7, 2026       2nd Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church
Bienvenue à La Premiere Eglise Presbytérienne de Champaign

Bienvenidos a La Primera Iglésia Presbiteriana

Si vous souhaitez que le service soit traduit en français, 
procurez-vous un récepteur et des écouteurs à l’arrière du sanctuaire. 

Office:  302 West Church, Champaign, IL 61820 s 217.356.7238
info@firstpres.church s Rev. Beth Wagner (beth@firstpres.church) s Rev. Joe Lundy (joseph@firstpres.church)

www.firstpres.church s Facebook: fb.com/firstpreschampaign

	 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might.
	 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.
	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.
And now ... until we conform to the shape of  him whose food we now share.  Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer (pg. 35; in the language or wording most familiar to you.) 

Among friends ... In them God comes to us so that we may come to God.
Special Music – Francophone Bethesda Fellowship
Concluding Prayer

We Go Out In God’s Name
Having gathered together in God’s name and been fed by God’s Holy Word,  

we go out in God’s name bearing the peace of Christ to the world.

Connecting with our Community

Farewell Liturgy (see insert & screens)

VHymn for Commitment #726 Will You Come and Follow Me

VCharge and Benediction (see insert & screens)

VCongregational Sung Benediction #80 You Shall Go Out with Joy  

VPostlude 

VPlease stand as you are able in body or spirit.

Service Material References  ©️ worshipdesignstudio.com/stories



We Gather Around God’s Holy Word
At the center of Christian life and worship is God’s Word incarnate in Christ and God’s Word as 

recorded in scripture.  We hear the story of God’s love in scripture and sacrament and we say, “Thanks be to God!”

Word with Children #591 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!  (refrain only)
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture in French Mark 1:1-11	
	 Ceci est la Parole du Seignuer./Gloire à Dieu (pronounced “glow-ah ah dew”)

Anthem Gary Winder, clarinet; Chanmi Lee, piano
Scripture in English  Genesis 12:1-9
	 This is the Word of  the Lord./Thanks be to God.	
Message  Oh the Places We Have Been!	 Rev. Beth Wagner
VHymn for Reflection #488 I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry

We Respond to God’s Word
As God invites us to be disciples of his Son, we prayerfully respond to God

with affirmations of faith and acts of self-giving, commitment, and thanksgiving.

VAn Affirmation of  Faith Confession of  1967, Inclusive Version	 	
		  The kingdom represents God’s triumph over all that resists the divine will and disrupts 	
		  God’s creation. Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in 	
		  all people and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. 		
		  With an urgency born of  this hope, the church applies itself  to present tasks and 
		  strives 	for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of  God 	
		  on earth, nor does it despair in the face of  disappointment and defeat. In steadfast 
		  hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of  God.
Invitation to the Offering  (We are invited to return God’s tithes and give our offering.)

Offertory Prelude from Bach Cello Suite in D Minor
                 Gary Winder, clarinet
Response of  Gratitude #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Prayer of  Dedication & Thanksgiving
Communion
	 Invitation
	 The Story
	 Eucharistic Prayer
	 The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
	 Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right...Therefore we gladly join our voices to the song of  the Church on earth and in 
heaven:

Welcome to worship!
When you enter the worship space, please be mindful of the silent prayers of those around you. 

 Mingle with other friends and guests and learn more about this congregation’s ministry.   Welcome home!

We Gather Together In God’s Holy Name
God calls us together as “children.”  How wonderful it is to be so loved!  Our natural response is worship.

Prelude  
Chiming of  the Hour on Tower Bell
Greetings & Welcome/Act of  Friendship & Prayer Concerns 
	 Please pass the Friendship Pad, noting with whom you are sitting, and list prayer concerns on the prayer request cards in the pews.
Threshold Moment

Theme Song Change is Good  (see screens)	

Call to Worship
	 God calls us out of  places known and secure.  God invites us into a living, trusting relationship.
		  Happy are those whom God chooses as a heritage.  God’s counsel to every generation 		
		  comes to us.
	 God continues to bring new worlds into being.  God is constantly offering new opportunities to us.
		  We are called away from empty pursuits.  God wants to employ our talents for the 		
		  common good.
	 Let us worship God with our whole being.  Let us use all our talents to praise our Creator.
		  Praise God with instruments we have made.  Sing praises with voices God has given.

VHymn of  Praise #250 In the Bulb There Is a Flower (VPlease stand as you are able in body or spirit.)

Call to Confession (Congregation may be seated.)

Prayer of  Confession
		  Gracious God,  You call us to a new land, a new birth.  Yet our feet and our spirits hesitate.
		  Forgive our laziness.  Forgive our fear.  Forgive our selfishness.  Forgive our comfort.
		  Be for us the pillar of  cloud by day, the pillar of  fire by night.  Lead us into the new 		
		  birth of  water and the Spirit. Amen.  Silence is kept.

Confession Response #423 Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God (vs. 1)	

Assurance of  Pardon
	 God’s covenant is eternal and the promise is trustworthy:
		  We are forgiven and belong to communion of  saints forever.  Rejoice and be glad. 		
		  Amen.

Passing of  the Peace



This Week 
Sunday, June 7
	 9:30	 AM 	 Worship/Sanctuary
	 10:30	 AM 	 Farewell/Retirement Brunch for Beth Wagner/Westminster Hall

	Monday, June 8
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Building & Café 
	 1:00	 PM 	 GROW/Chapel
	 1:00	 PM 	 Knifty Knitters/Parlor & Zoom
	 5:30	 PM 	 AA/Centennial Hall

Tuesday, June 9
	 8:30	 AM 	 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study/Parlor & Zoom
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Building & Café
	 10:30	 AM 	 Church Staff/Parlor & Zoom
	 4:30	 PM 	 Mission Team/Parlor & Zoom

Wednesday, June 10
	 9:00	 AM 	 Nurture/Parlor & Zoom
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Building & Café 	
	 11:00	 AM 	 Francophone Ministry/Library
	 5:00	 PM 	 DREAAM STEM Night/Centennial Hall
	 5:30	 PM 	 Outreach/Parlor & Zoom
	 6:00	 PM 	 Worship Team/Library & Zoom
	 7:30	 PM 	 Wednesdays We Gather/Zoom

Thursday, June 11
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Building & Café 
	 12:30	 PM 	 PW Spring Gathering/Sanctuary & Westminster Hall
	 12:30	 PM 	 Windsor of  Savoy Bible Study/Windsor of  Savoy
	 4:30	 PM 	 Finance Team/Parlor & Zoom
	 6:00	 PM 	 DREAAM Cheer Practice/Centennial Hall		

Friday, June 12 Church Office closes 12 noon
	 8:15	 AM 	 Men’s Prayer/Zoom
	 12:00	 PM 	 New Americans/Chapel
	 7:00	 PM 	 French Prayer/Zoom
	
Saturday, June 13
	 6:00	 PM 	 Francophone Bethesda Fellowship/Chapel

	

Announcements
lWe honor Interim Pastor Beth Wagner at worship this morning as it is her final Sunday with us.  
Plan to stay for a Farewell/Retirement Brunch immediately following worship in Westminster Hall. 
lGinny Waaler is our liturgist this morning.  If  you would like to serve as liturgist on a Sunday 
morning, contact Carol Miles. 
lThank you to Rick Murphy and Gary Winder who are our guest musicians this morning and to 
Brandi Lowe for helping lead our singing.
lWe have access to our hearing assistant loop during worship. This technology allows people with 
hearing aids equipped with T-Coil technology to hear the service through their hearing aids. If  you 
know you have T-coil technology, plan to turn on the T-coil via your phone each Sunday morning. 
lWe are glad you’re here!  Questions about First Pres, see either pastor after the service or contact 
the church office (info@firstpres.church).
lBeth’s Memory Book...St Luke Union Church in Bloomington, IL (my first church) began a 
tradition of  a memory book that I have continued throughout my ministry. I am now on book 3 of  
memories, and I invite you to share a memory, a note, or a thought. I have found comfort in the words 
left for me to read. The memory book is on the Welcome Center desk and will remain there for you to 
write in for several weeks. Thanks again for the memories.
lPresbyterian Women’s Spring Banquet Thursday, June 11, at 12:30 PM. The Rev. Lorna 
Blackford will share her experience at the UN International Gathering of  Women in March 2026.  
She was a delegate to the UN as part of  the delegation of  Presbyterian Ministries of  the UN for 
the Commission on the Status of  Women. Birthday Offering will be dedicated. PW Officers will be 
installed. The program will be live-streamed.
lAnyone interested in donating flowers for use on Sunday mornings during worship, please 
contact Nancy Dankle 217.778-4088 or nkdankle@icloud.com.
lWe are collecting royalties each time we hear a Spiritual in our service. Royalties were never paid for 
this music. Money we collect will go to the DREAAM Choir. Donation box is on the Welcome Center. 
lHelp fill our Food Pantry.  A list of  items needed can be found in Westminster Hall.  Monetary 
donations always welcome!

lGraduates will be recognized and celebrated Sunday, June 14. 
lIf  you or a loved one is in the hospital or in need of  a pastoral visit, contact the church office.
lCheck out the book cart in Westminster Hall. Donate a book for others to enjoy and take some.
lThe June newsletter is available in the kiosks or at firstpres.church/newsletter. 
lPlease do not park in the spaces marked Reserved 24/7 behind Meyer/Capel Law office on Sundays.
lIf  unable to attend church, watch the service live each Sunday at firstpres.church/live.  The Sunday 
service video is available on-line this week; audio sermon available the following Sunday at 10:30 AM 
on WDWS 1400AM. 
lScam/Email Spoof  Alert ... Your pastors will never send a text, email or voicemail asking you to 
purchase gift cards. If  in doubt, contact the church office. 



Farewell Liturgy

	 Clerk of  Session: The Lord be with you!
		  And also with you!
	 Clerk of  Session: I lift up my eyes to the hills from where will my help come?
		  My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
	 Clerk of  Session: God will not allow your foot to be moved: the God who keeps you will not 
	 slumber.
		  God who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.
	 Clerk of  Session: The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
		  The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
	 Clerk of  Session: The Lord will keep you from all evil, God will keep your life.
		  The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in, from this time on and 
		  forevermore. (Psalm 121)
	 Elder: We have gathered in this place to mark the departure of  Rev. Beth Wagner from the life 	
	 of  First Presbyterian Church. What would we like her to know on her leaving? 			 
		  God is calling you to retirement, a new place of  personal freedom and leisure. 
		  We grieve your leaving! We will miss you!
	 Elder: What would you like us to know in your leaving?
	 Pastor Beth: Even though it is time to move to retirement we will miss the fellowship we have 	
	 shared with you. It is hard to leave!
	 Elder: Let us pray. Lord God, you give us as gifts to each other to be treasured, shared, and 		
	 passed on. Both in our gratitude for what has been and in our hope for what is yet to be, we 		
	 celebrate the movement of  your Spirit among us, continually forming and reforming us.
	 Make your presence known to that they may find in you refuge for the journey, shade from the 	
	 heat of  the day, shelter from the storms of  life, rest from the weariness of  labor, and protection 	
	 in times of  trouble. So also, make your presence known to us who remain in this place, that we
	 may be comforted by the certain knowledge that, even in our geographic separation, your love 	
	 will bind us together as members of  your family.
		  We claim the promise of  your Son, Jesus the Christ that he will never leave us or 		
		  forsake us. Amen.
		  Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of  which we cannot see the 		
		  ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
	 Pastor Beth: Give me faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where I go, but only that 	
	 your hand is leading me and your love supporting me.
		  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
	 Clerk of  Session: May God be with you in your leaving and in your returning, from this time 		
	 forward and forevermore.
	 Pastor Beth: The peace of  the Lord be with you always!
		  And also with you!

Charge and Benediction

	 Pastor Beth:
	 I thank you, my siblings, for the love, kindness, and support shown me these past 24 months.
	 I am grateful for the ministry we have shared together.  With joy I recall what we accomplished 	
	 with God’s help, and with sadness those dreams not fulfilled.  I ask your forgiveness for 
	 mistakes made and expectations not met.
		  We offer our forgiveness and celebrate all that God has accomplished among us.
		  We are grateful for your ministry and for your influence on our lives. We ask your 		
		  forgiveness for mistakes made and for expectations not met.
	 I receive your gratitude and forgive your shortcomings.  And I release you from the vows and 	
	 promises as I served in the role of  your pastor.
		  We release you from your promises to us, and we offer you our blessing as you
		  retire from ministry.
	 O God, you have bound us together for a time as pastor and people to work for your church in 	
	 this place.  We give you thanks for the ministry we have shared.
		  May the Lord bless you and keep you, may God’s face shine upon you and give you 	
		  peace; today, tomorrow and forevermore. AMEN.


