
September 6, 2026       15th Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church
Bienvenue à La Premiere Eglise Presbytérienne de Champaign

Bienvenidos a La Primera Iglésia Presbiteriana

Si vous souhaitez que le service soit traduit en français, 
procurez-vous un récepteur et des écouteurs à l’arrière du sanctuaire. 

Office:  302 West Church, Champaign, IL 61820 s 217.356.7238
info@firstpres.church s Rev. Joe Lundy (joseph@firstpres.church)

www.firstpres.church s Facebook: fb.com/firstpreschampaign

Offertory He Is So Precious to Me (arr. Harold DeCou)	 Charles H. Gabriel

Response of  Gratitude #468 In My Life (vs. 3, 4) 

Prayer of  Dedication & Thanksgiving

Communion Hymn #509 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

Great Prayer of  Thanksgiving
	 The Lord be with you. 
		  And also with you. 
	 Lift up your hearts. 
		  We lift them to the Lord. 
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		  It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer (pg. 35; in the language or wording most familiar to you.)

Words of  Institution

Communion
	

 We Go Out In God’s Name
Having gathered together in God’s name and been fed by God’s Holy Word,  

we go out in God’s name bearing the peace of Christ to the world.

Connecting with our Community

VHymn for Commitment #834 Precious Lord, Take My Hand

VCharge and Benediction

VCongregational Sung Benediction #582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  

VPostlude True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted (arr. Harold DeCou)	 George C Stebbins

VPlease stand as you are able in body or spirit.

lLinda Peterson is our liturgist this morning.  If  you would like to serve as liturgist on a Sunday 
morning, contact Carol Miles. 
lThe flowers this morning are from the family of  David Bauer whose memorial service was held 
Wednesday, September 2, at the church.
lWe are glad you’re here!  Questions about First Pres, see the pastor after the service or contact the 
church office (info@firstpres.church).



We Gather Around God’s Holy Word
At the center of Christian life and worship is God’s Word incarnate in Christ and God’s Word as 

recorded in scripture.  We hear the story of God’s love in scripture and sacrament and we say, “Thanks be to God!”

Word with Children 

Prayer for Illumination #284 Holy Spirit, Come to Us

Scripture in French 1 Timothy 6:6-10		
	 Ceci est la Parole du Seignuer./Gloire à Dieu (pronounced “glow-ah ah dew”)

Anthem Hold Fast to Dreams	 Roger Ames
               Chancel Choir

Scripture in English Exodus 20:17	 	
		  This is the Word of  the Lord./Thanks be to God.	

Message God, Forgive Me When I Whine	 Gary Peterson

VHymn for Reflection #792 There Is a Balm in Gilead

We Respond to God’s Word
As God invites us to be disciples of his Son, we prayerfully respond to God

with affirmations of faith and acts of self-giving, commitment, and thanksgiving.

VAn Affirmation of  Faith Nicene Creed	 	
		  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of  all 		
		  that is, seen and unseen. 
		  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  		
		  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
		  made, of  one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 	
		  our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the 
		  Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 		
		  Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 		
		  heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to 		
		  judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
		  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the 		
		  Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
		  has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
		  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 	
		  resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering  (We are invited to return God’s tithes and give our offering.)

Welcome to worship!
When you enter the worship space, please be mindful of the silent prayers of those around you. 

 Mingle with other friends and guests and learn more about this congregation’s ministry.   Welcome home!

We Gather Together In God’s Holy Name
God calls us together as “children.”  How wonderful it is to be so loved!  Our natural response is worship.

Prelude Christe, Récit de Chromhorne                                                                         François Couperin	
Chiming of  the Hour on Tower Bell
Greetings & Welcome/Act of  Friendship & Prayer Concerns 
	 Please pass the Friendship Pad, noting with whom you are sitting, and list prayer concerns on the prayer request cards in the pews.
Threshold Moment

Call to Worship (from When We Gather)
	 We will give thanks to you O, Lord, and call on your name.
		  We will make known your deeds among the peoples, sing you our praises and tell all of  	
		  your wonderful works.
	 Glory in God’s holy name! Let the hearts of  those who seek  the Lord rejoice.
		  Praise the Lord!
	 Let us worship God!

VHymn of  Praise #821 My Life Flows On  (VPlease stand as you are able in body or spirit.)

Call to Confession (Congregation may be seated.)

Prayer of  Confession
		  God who gives us all we have. We so often don’t appreciate what we have. We look at 		
		  our neighbors, and instead of  seeing how we can help them, we only see the things 
		  that we wish were ours. We desire the lives that we see on the TV and in movies, 
		  instead of  appreciating the lives that you have given us. Forgive us God. Remind us that 	
		  to be ok with enough is your will. Help us to only look at our neighbors things to 
		  seek their betterment. Help us fulfill the needs of  our community. Amen.  Silence is kept.

Confession Response #418 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling (vs. 3)	

Assurance of  Pardon

Passing of  the Peace



This Week 
Sunday, September 6
	 9:30	 AM 	 Worship/Sanctuary
	 10:30	 AM 	 Easy English Fellowship/Rms. 204 & 207
	 10:30	 AM 	 Youth Sunday School/CE Building
	 10:30	 AM 	 Adult Discussion/Parlor
	Monday, September 7  Church Office closed for Labor Day holiday
	 5:30	 PM 	 AA/Centennial Hall
Tuesday, September 8
	 8:30	 AM 	 Men’s Bible Study/Parlor & Zoom
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Bldg. Classrooms & Cafė
	 10:30	 AM 	 Church Staff/Parlor & Zoom
	 12:00	 PM 	 Classic Book Study/Parlor & Zoom
	 4:30	 PM 	 Mission Committee/Parlor & Zoom
Wednesday, September 9
	 9:00	 AM 	 Nurture/Parlor & Zoom
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Bldg. Classrooms & Cafė
	 11:00	 AM 	 New American Ministry/Church Library
	 5:30	 PM 	 Outreach/Parlor & Zoom
	 6:00	 PM 	 Worship Team/Library & Zoom
	 7:00	 PM 	 Choir Rehearsal/Choir Room
	 7:30	 PM 	 Wednesdays We Gather/Zoom
Thursday, September 10
	 9:00	 AM 	 Women’s Bible Study/Parlor & Zoom
	 9:15	 AM 	 ELL Classes/CE Bldg. Classrooms & Cafė
	 11:15	 AM 	 Easy English Christian Fellowship/Room 204
	 12:30	 PM 	 Windsor of  Savoy Bible Study/Windsor of  Savoy
	 3:30	 PM 	 Pastor Nominating Committee/Church Library
	 4:30	 PM 	 Finance Team/Parlor & Zoom
	Friday, September 11 Church Office closes at 12 noon
	 8:15	 AM 	 Men’s Prayer/Zoom
	 10:00	 AM 	 Korean Choir Rehearsal/Chapel
	 2:00	 PM 	 George Grubb Memorial Service/Sanctuary & Westminster Hall
	 7:00	 PM 	 French Prayer/Zoom
	Saturday, September 12
	 6:00	 PM 	 Francophone Bethesda Fellowship/Chapel

	

Announcements 
lWe have access to our hearing assistant loop during worship. This technology allows people with 
hearing aids equipped with T-Coil technology to hear the service through their hearing aids. If  you 
know you have T-coil technology, plan to turn on the T-coil via your phone each Sunday morning. 

lChildren’s Sunday School meets this morning in the CE Building.  Adult Discussion immediately 
following worship in the Parlor.  Grab a cup of  coffee and join the group as Kris Chapman from the 
Indoor Climate Research and Training Center of  the Champaign County Regional Planning Commission 
will talk to us about weatherization, insulation and ventilation and how ICRTC helps low-income home 
owners get assistance.

lInternational Family Game Night Tuesday, September 15, 4:30-6 PM.  You’re invited to an evening 
of  games for the whole community.  All ages are welcome.  Free and open to the public.  Bring your 
family, invite a friend, and be ready to play, laugh and connect.

lWe’ve updated our church website to help members stay connected with the life of  the church 
and help visitors find what they need quickly and easily.  You’ll find worship service links, the church 
calendar, sermons, bulletins, newsletters, and an easy way to tithe. We hope it’s your first stop when 
looking for information!  It’s easy to use—but if  you’d like help, see Melinda Miller or Camille 
James after worship. Take a few minutes to visit firstpres.church—and stop by often!

lThank you for your amazing and overwhelming support of  the food pantry!  We are off  to a great 
start!  Volunteers are always needed; monetary contributions welcomed!  Food distributions are held the 
first Thursday of  each month from 12-1 PM.  

lIf  you or a loved one is in the hospital or in need of  a pastoral visit, contact the church office.

lAnyone interested in donating flowers for use on Sunday mornings during worship, please 
contact Nancy Dankle 217.778-4088 or nkdankle@icloud.com.

lWe are collecting royalties each time we hear a Spiritual in our service. Royalties were never paid for 
this music. Money we collect will go to the DREAAM Choir. Donation box is on the Welcome Center.

lCheck out the book cart in Westminster Hall. Donate a book for others to enjoy and take some.

lThe August newsletter is available in the kiosks or at firstpres.church/newsletter. 

lPlease do not park in the spaces marked Reserved 24/7 behind Meyer/Capel Law office on Sundays.

lIf  unable to attend church, watch the service live each Sunday at firstpres.church/live.  The Sunday 
service video is available on-line this week; audio sermon available the following Sunday at 10:30 AM 
on WDWS 1400AM. 

lScam/Email Spoof  Alert ... Your staff  will never send a text, email or voicemail asking you to 
purchase gift cards. If  in doubt, contact the church office. 

http://firstpres.church

