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July 2026

Sunday Brunch 
July 12th 

Centennial Hall

Enjoy food and fellowship 
right after the 9:30 AM 
service.   

Donations appreciated!

Volunteers are needed to help 
with the brunches.  If interested, 
please contact Carol Ann Green, 
(cadgreen@comcast.net), Gary 
Peterson (amer_swede@yahoo.
com) or the church office.

The Book of Ruth Gives Us Hope
by Joe Lundy, Associate Pastor/Acting Head of Staff
joseph@firstpres.church

Hello everyone,
I wanted to take this moment to talk a little about why Ruth for this first series. 

When I started to plan out the worship services for us, I had all kinds of ideas, 
but Ruth stood out as an interesting book for us. It has a central theme of food, 
which is fun relating to our new venture with the food pantry. As well as being a 
generally hopeful book, which I thought would be nice for us as we continue our 
search for a new Head of Staff in a slightly different situation than before. 

I had also been very interested in using the narrative lectionary, since I think we 
can often loose sight of the story element of the Bible when our scriptures aren’t 
as narratively linked. Often the narrative has stuff to teach us, that’s harder to 
see as we search for nuggets of wisdom in smaller selections of the Bible. 

Coincidentally the narrative lectionary did a series on Ruth and Esther just a 
little earlier this year, so we could have both Ruth and this particular lectionary 
with just a little date shifting! It’s also very nice that I just so happened to go 
through Ruth, and am now currently going through Esther, with the Bible study 
at the Windsor of Savoy.

As we continue, I hope to use the narrative lectionary more when it feels it has 
something special for us (there is a series on the Ten Commandments in August 
that seems interesting). We will also use the Revised Common Lectionary to fill 
gaps between narratives. 

I hope you find these passages engaging, and I look forward to continuing the 
work of planning out worship! 

mailto:cadgreen%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:amer_swede%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:amer_swede%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Stay Connected With Our
Church Website
by Camille James
canillejames11@gmail.com 

We've updated our church website! It 
will help members stay connected with 
the life of the church and help visitors 
find what they need quickly and easily.

You’ll find worship service links, the 
church calendar, sermons, bulletins, 
newsletters, and an easy way to tithe. 
We hope it becomes your first stop 
when you’re looking for information!

The site is easy to use—but if you’d 
like someone to show you around, see 
Melinda Miller or Camille James 
after worship. 

Take a few minutes to visit
firstpres.church—and stop by often!

Church Office Hours

The church office is open:
	 Mon-Thurs   8:30 AM - 2 PM
	 Friday          8:30 AM - noon

Contact the church office during 
these hours at 217.356.7238.  

You can also send an email to 
info@firstpres.church.

Six Ways Going to Church Can Benefit Your Life
There will always be obstacles to attending church. Maybe you work or have 
sports practice on Sundays, you don’t think church is necessary, or you just want 
to relax after a stressful week. Whatever obstacles you face, you will be blessed 
for choosing to follow God’s commandment to worship at church.  Here are six 
reasons why you should go to church:

1. Worshiping God is a commandment
As one of His Ten Commandments, God commanded that we keep the Sabbath 
day holy (see Exodus 20:8–11). One of the ways we keep this commandment is 
to meet together on Sundays to worship God and give Him thanks. We are also 
strengthened when we are around other believers, see their faith, and hear their 
experiences and testimonies.

2. The Sacrament helps us remember Jesus
At church, we partake of the sacrament (or Communion). Jesus commanded, 
“Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of 
me” (1 Corinthians 11:24). Keeping this commandment monthly at church helps 
us remember what Jesus has done for us and commit to follow Him.

3. God’s Church relies on you
In the Bible, the Apostle Paul compared the church to a body, with Jesus as the 
head. He said for a body to work, every member is important and must do its 
part (see Ephesians 4:16). Participating in church and offering your time and 
talents will improve and strengthen both you and the people around you.

4. Church services teach and uplift
What we learn at church gives us guidance on how to follow God, improve our 
spirituality, and live better lives. You can be uplifted by fellow believers and 
by the opportunity to serve and worship. You can also feel the Holy Spirit who 
brings “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, [and] faith” 
(Galatians 5:22).

5. You gain a sense of belonging
Church is a community where we can socialize and support each other. You can 
make friends, feel a sense of belonging, and build a support network that you 
can rely on. The church community helps us to “mourn with those that mourn; 
yea, and comfort those that stand in need of comfort”.

6. God can speak to you
You can find answers at church. Maybe you’re struggling with a specific question 
or need some direction in your life. Maybe you just need to feel God’s love and 
know that He is there. As you listen to sermons and study God’s teachings, you 
will have opportunities to receive insight from God. He wants to communicate 
with you, and church is a good place to hear His voice in your heart and mind.

http://firstpres.church
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9eFzyOjqMLc 
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Vacation Bible School
July 27-30  9 AM–12:30 PM

No Cost to attend
Register here:

Welcome one and all to our VBS 
program this July 27-30.  We are 
excited to welcome the children of our 
church, neighborhood, and DREAAM.                                                            

In our summer Sunday School we 
are enjoying our guest speakers from 
the congregation telling us how they 
serve the church. We have heard from 
Ginny Waaler about welcoming, John 
Muirhead on mission, Blaise Pascal 
on teaching Sunday School, 

Yet to come Nancy Brombaugh and 
Michael Hogue on the environment, 
Linda Sandquist on being a Care 
Deacon and Nancy Martin on 
ushering.  Thank you all.

Coming in August...Big Block Party
Sunday, August 16       4:30-6 PM

No registration necessary; just come! 

Look what’s happening at the First Presbyterian Church of Champaign! 
302 W. Church St., Champaign, IL ~ (217) 356-7238 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Sign up for Vacation Bible School Big Block Party Visit the Food Pantry 
July 27-30, 2026; 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sunday, August 16, 2026 First Thursday of each month 

No cost to attend 4:30-6 p.m. Noon-1 p.m. 
Register here: No registration necessary  

 Just come by!  
 

All are welcome! 
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The Heart of Mission

July Brings Raindrops 
at First Pres 
by Jeannie Snoeyink, Chair World Missions
jeannie.snoeyink@gmail.com 

July is the month that we traditionally 
hold our church’s Raindrop Offering. 

This year we again are focusing on 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 
We have interspersed PDA offerings
frequently among giving for other 
agencies because this need remains 
so critical throughout the world as well 
as in our own country. 

PCUSA collaborates with other 
organizations for world-wide disasters. 
They also work with other agencies in 
the U.S. However, a large component 
of work in the U.S. is done by 
volunteer members of our various 
Presbyterian churches in the US who 
are trained to work in disaster areas. 
In fact, PCUSA just completed a six- 
part series for volunteers on providing 
disaster emotional and spiritual care.

One way individual churches can 
support PDA is to provide Gift of 
the Heart Kits which are done in 
collaboration with Church World 
Service. There are Emergency 
Cleanup Buckets for roughly
$75, Hygiene Kits for $15, Kids Kits for 
$15, and Menstrual Hygiene Kits.

We will be sharing the items for 
each kit in a display in the social 
hall. However, sending these kits 
to Pittsburgh, PA. is costly so some 
churches prefer to send donated 
money instead. This is the way we 
have decided to give.

Most of you may decide to give to 
PCUSA in general but looking at the 
list will give you an idea of how much 
you wish to donate. (If you wish to 
donate specifically to Gift of the Heart 
Kits, please designate this when you 
give.)

Our many thanks to all of you for 
generously supporting PDA in the July 
Raindrop offering by designating PDA 
on your check or envelope.  

You may drop your contribution in 
the offering plate, mail to the church 
office at 302 West Church Street, 
Champaign, IL 61820.  You may 
also give online with the note/memo 
indicating “RainDrop 2026” at https://
firstpres.church/Give/

136th Anniversary of the 
IRPC 

Boundless mercy, faithfulness that 
sustains.  Psalm 36:5
Your love, Lord, reaches to the 
heavens, your faithfulness to the 
skies.  Psalm 36:5 (NIV) 

The psalmist opens a window for us 
into the immense love of God: a love 
that knows no boundaries, that soars 
beyond what we can imagine, and that 
remains steadfast as the clouds that 
cover the sky.

The good news is that this love does 
not depend on our own efforts nor on 
our circumstances. It is a love that 
surrounds us when we feel fragile, that 
sustains us when everything seems to 

be falling apart, and it reminds us that 
we are never alone.

God’s faithfulness is like a safe haven: 
constant, unwavering, and present at 
every dawn and in every dark night.
Today our communities are called to 
reflect that boundless love through 
simple acts: a word of encouragement, 
a comforting embrace, a hand 
extended to those who need it most. In 
the midst of vulnerability, we can bear 
witness to the fact that God’s love is 
higher than the heavens and deeper 
than any wounds.

God’s love and faithfulness always 
reach us. May our lives echo that 
divine tenderness, bringing hope 
where it seems to be lacking.
Today we pray that your love sustains 
us, that your faithfulness reminds us 
that we are never alone, and that we 
may reflect your eternal embrace. 
Grant that our words bring comfort, 
that our hands may convey hope, and 
that our lives may bear witness to your
infinite goodness. 

Prayer
We pray Lord that we might be your 
faithful servants placing you above 
all others. We trust in you. Forgive us 
when we are selfish and turn from you 
when we are challenged. Be with us 
today as we lift prayers to you knowing 
you respond to our petitions in Your 
time and Your way.

Su Voz (His Voice) is a daily devotion 
written by our siblings in Christ in at 
the Presbyterian Reformed Church of
Cuba. June 26 was their 136th 
anniversary.

https://firstpres.church/Give/
https://firstpres.church/Give/
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Help Fill Our 
Food Pantry  

A list of items needed 
can be found in 

Westminster Hall.  
Monetary donations

 always welcome! 

Let’s Clean Up the 
Neighborhood!

The Environmental Stewardship 
Committee has scheduled a Litter 
Pickup on Monday, July 6,  at 10 AM.  
Sign up this Sunday at the Welcome 
Center in Westminster Hall.  On 
Monday, we will gather at the entry of 
the CE Building.  Please bring gloves.  
Litter will be gathered around the 
church plus West Side Park. 

Food Pantry a BIG 
Success

Great news! The pantry had its first 
distribution on June 4th from 12-1 pm.
The representative from the Eastern 
Illinois Food Bank as well as
Champaign mayor Deb Feinen 
attended and both were impressed. 

We served 35 families or individuals, 
many from the surrounding
neighborhoods. All recipients were 
grateful to have the help.

In addition, we are blessed to have so 
many volunteers helping. We had

Feeding Our Neighbors:
Gathering Partners to 
Share and Learn
A community conversation for food 
pantry leaders

The Outreach Committee is planning 
a community conversation to rally 
around the food pantry and bring other 
area pantries together to exchange 
ideas, effective strategies, and lessons 
learned; to build connections with 
fellow food pantry leaders across 
the Champaign-Urbana area; and to 
identify opportunities for partnership, 
shared problem-solving, and 
collaboration.

The event is scheduled for 
Wednesday, August 12, 9 AM-noon, 
at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Champaign, 302 W. Church St., 
Champaign, IL 61820.

Members of the congregation 
are encouraged to participate as 
attendees or, better yet, by helping 
to take notes at one of several 
conversation tables. 

If you are interested in participating as 
an attendee, you may register here by 
Wednesday, August 5: 
https://forms.gleF7HoMPgQpfgoh5zY8 

If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Bob Kirby at 
rwk3213@gmail.com

twelve people helping at distribution 
and at least that many at bagging. We
are so grateful.  We encourage all who 
wish to get involved to contact either 
Ann Webbink anweb2@yahoo.com, 
Marty Carlson Martykcarlson@gmail.
com, Annie Craig annewiehl@gmail.
com or Bob Kirby rwk3213@gmail.
com  We will then send you a sign-up 
sheet. 

We would like all ages from our church 
to join our team. It really is a lot of 
fun, and the need of the community is 
great.

The bagging will be done at 10 AM on 
the last Thursday of the month and
the distribution at noon for one hour on 
the first Thursday of the month. 

1. Packing day: 
Thursday, July 30, 10-11 AM: 
Packing volunteers needed

2. Distribution day: 
Thursday, August 6, 11:30 a.m.-1 PM: 
Distribution, greeting, set up, clean up 
volunteers needed

Thank you so much for your 
enthusiasm and support!  You are 
very much appreciated!

Marty Carlson, Ann Webbink, 
Bob Kirby, Anne Craig

https://forms.gleF7HoMPgQpfgoh5zY8  
mailto:rwk3213%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:anweb2%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:Martykcarlson%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Martykcarlson%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:annewiehl%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:annewiehl%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rwk3213%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rwk3213%40gmail.com?subject=
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Verse of  the Day
For whoever does the will of  my Father in heaven is my brother 
and sister and mother. - Matthew 12:50

Voice of  the Day
Joy is the mostly invisible, the underground union between us, 
you and me, which is, among other things, the great fact of  our 
life and the lives of  everyone and thing we love going away.
- Ross Gay, The Book of  Delights: Essays (2019)

Prayer of  the Day
God who is perceived through relationships, challenge the 
boundaries between meaningful connections so we may embrace 
each other as kin. - Sojourners

Joys & Concerns

We express sympathy to... 

	 l	to the family of Gary and Linda 	
		  Peterson on the death of Linda’s 	
		  father, Donald Muse.

A Celebration of Life...
 	 l	will be held 	Saturday, 
		  July 18, at 2 PM at the church for 
		  Bill Ackermann who died 
		  May 29. 

Congratulations...
	 l	to the Presbyterian Reformed 	
		  Church of Cuba on their 136th 
		  Anniversary!

Joining Together Each Evening in Prayer  

Family of faith, the Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba invites you to join 
us in our daily prayer, every evening at 9 PM.  Let us raise our prayers with 
one voice, for our people and their churches:
 
God, our Father and Mother, in these times when we as a people feel 
exhausted and discouraged by a harsh reality that saps our hope, times when 
human suffering surfaces as part of the struggle for survival and when it may 
seem that our own needs prevent us from recognizing our neighbors, we cry 
out to you, good God.  

We humbly ask that Your church remain a place of welcome, a space 
where all people are received—a great table of communion where all may 
find a seat. May every need be transformed into a ministry of service and 
compassion, and may we be that great family that lives, weeps, walks 
alongside others, laughs, celebrates, prays, sings praises, and whispers of 
Your presence in every corner where peace and justice are envisioned.

We place this people before You; make us, as a church, proclaimers of hope,
affirming Your constant presence—manifested in service and in love that is
shared, proclaimed, and celebrated. Grant us the grace to proclaim the 
certainty that God has not abandoned Cuba or its people.

We cry out for peace, for an end to violence, war, and greed; and we implore 
that we, as Your children, may be instruments of that peace—the peace that 
comes hand-in-hand with justice and heralds Your eternal reign. To You be 
the glory, good God! Now and forever, Amen.
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Financial Update 
by Ann Webbink, Finance Team
Anweb2@yahoo.com

Contributions
Total May contributions: $39.6k from 
plate and pledge plus $8.2K from 
prepaid = $47.8K  This is $7.4k less 
than last year and $14.9k under 
budget.  Total contributions YTD, 
including prorated prepaid pledges are 
$299.6K. This is $59.7k less than last
year and $13.9k under budget
At 41.7% of the year, we have 
47.5% of the budgeted contributions, 
including all prepaid contributions.

Expenses
May expenses were $102.8k, which is 
$21K less than last year and $24.9k 
over budget. Expenses YTD are 
$390.1K, which is $51.6k less than 
last year and $0.6K over budget.  At 
41.7% of the year, we spent 41.75% of 
the budget.

Balance YTD
Revenue from all sources exceeded 
expenses by $9632.53.  This is $4095 
more than last year at the same
time.

Session Designated Funds
$1,115,141 which is $32,701 more 
than last month.

Summary of Restricted Accounts
$585 was donated to the food pantry 
and $500 to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance.

Finance
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302 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820
P: 217.356.7238
E: info@firstpres.church
www.firstpres.church

Sunday:
	 9:30 AM 	 Worship
	 10:30 AM	 Coffee and Fellowship
	 10:40 AM	 Sunday School/Adult Discussions

Online Worship is also available at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings 
thru YouTube, Facebook, and our church website. 
Go to FirstPres.Live

Contact the church office for more information.  

Pastors:
Joseph Lundy......................... Associate Pastor/Acting Head of Staff

Staff:
Ritchie Drennen...........................................................Facility Manager
Patty Farthing................................................................ Office Assistant
Robert Ferrer..................................................Audio-visual Technician
Fred Foster............................................................... Evening Custodian
Marcia Franks.......................................................Office Administrator
Samuel Stephenson.................................................. Director of Music
Jill Stewart.............................................................................. Accounting
Bonnie Ward.............................. English Language Learner Director

Staff email addresses are the person’s first name followed by 
@firstpres.church  For example, beth@firstpres.church

Church Office hours:
	 Mon-Thurs   8:30 AM - 2 PM
	 Friday          8:30 AM - noon

302 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

Change Service Requested

The newsletter is published monthly.  
Deadline is the third Monday of the month for the following month’s edition.  

Send submissions to marcia@firstpres.church.

mailto:info%40firstpres.church?subject=
http://www.firstpres.church

