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All Good Things Must Come to An End!

BY BetH WAGNER, INTERIM PasToR/ HEAD OF STAFF
BETH@FIRSTPRES.CHURCH

My time at First Presbyterian Church of Champaign is almost done. As | write,

| sit in an office full of boxes, and my calendar is full of final to-dos. It has been
my privilege to serve as your transitional interim pastor. Our journey has been
interesting, to say the least. | have had the honor of not only leading worship
but also helping during the pastoral transition of this church community. | have
served communion in the sanctuary and the chapel with our Francophone
Bethesda Fellowship, in Westminster and Centennial Hall, and retirement
homes. | have learned the drive between Champaign and Indianapolis is never
boring. | have experienced your warmth and hospitality.

Memories don’t stop there; weekly worship began in Westminster Hall and finally
settled into the newly renovated sanctuary, Sunday morning hugs and blooming

Sunday Brunch

flowers. We have weathered bats, a new elevator, a new roof, and solar panels. June 7th
We have broken bread around tables in Centennial Hall, local restaurants, and

| . Say Goodbye &
favorite coffee shops. | have helped you say goodbye to favorite staff members .
and welcome new staff members into your midst. Please know that all of you will Happy Retirement
be tucked in my heart forever. Now is the time when our paths are to part ways. to Pastor Beth
| will pick up my suitcase on June 7" and leave as your transitional pastor, but . .
that doesn’t mean the church will stop, because God still has work to do and is Immediately following
calling you to do it! Pastors will come and go, but the Church will remain. worship in Westminster Hall.

. _ , _ Please plan to attend to
Many years ago, the congregation started a practice of leaving a note in

a notebook for me to read later. | invite you to leave me a message in the
notebook on the welcome center desk. It will be around for a few weeks. | will upcoming retirement.
collect it when | pick up my books at the office in late June.

wish Pastor Beth well on her

This takes the pl f
And now, one last thing: | ask you to respect the professional boundaries of Is takes the place o

ministry and not ask me to officiate weddings, funerals, or baptisms; make 2nd Sunday Brunch in June.
pastoral calls; or provide counsel regarding personal situations or the life of the
congregation. After your new pastor has been here for enough time (at least

continued on the next page
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one year) to have assumed the mantle
of pastoral leadership, and if he/she
and the Session wish to invite me

to participate on occasion in the life

of the church, | will gladly do so in
support of your new pastor. Please let
him/her take the initiative.

| want only the best for this
congregation and will do all | can

to ensure the future health of your
ministry and not to weaken your new
pastor’s ministry. Please continue to

honor our respect and affection for one

another by honoring these guidelines.

God Speed!
Beth

Beth’s Memory Book

St. Luke Union Church in Bloomington, IL (my first church)
began a tradition of a memory book that | have continued
throughout my ministry.

| am now on book 3 of memories, and | invite you to share
a memory, a note, or a thought. | have found comfort in the
words left for me to read.

The memory book is on the Welcome Center desk in
Westminster Hall and will remain there for you to write in

for several weeks.

Thanks again for the memories.

Francophone Bethesday Fellowship Bids Farewell to Pastor Beth

Joyful music, scripture, a moving message, prayer and fellowship Saturday, May 23 in the chapel
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Spring Gathering

Thursday * June 11, 2026 * 12:30 p.m.

Faithful Access to Justice for All Women and Girls

Rev. Lorna Blackford
Delegate to 2026 U.N. Commission on the status of women

\_/\S\*ﬂ/v

in Sanctuary and live stream

https://youtube.com/live/kSrgom Y Ic?feature=share
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Do you have a
graduate in the family?

G RA D Please submit your graduates
name, their relationship
b to you, where they are

graduating from, their degree
(if college), and any future

plans to Brandi Lowe
brandiscrapbook@yahoo.com

It’s Time to Celebrate Graduates! rolaterthanjune7.
Sunday, June 14

Cco NGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
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Sharing Our Lives Together

glory. “

Amoako

eCongratulations to Dennis Arthur
Amoako who received his Master
of Science in Urban Planning with
concentration on Land Use and
Environmental Planning at the U of

| on May 4. He and wife Juliana will
move to Ohio State University where
Dennis will pursue a PhD. Dennis is
a member of our congregation who
has served the church by leading

a Bible study for graduate student
men, helping our congregation with
technology and teaching in our Easy
English Christian Fellowship.

oA big thanks to Joe Lundy, Anne
Craig, Camille James and Melinda
Miller for updating our website. They
will appreciate our continuing review
and input.

eCudos to Marty Carlson, Ann
Webbink and Anne Craig for their
ongoing work in developing our
new mission, a food pantry for our
community.

el ike our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/
firstpreschampaign

“A journey of faith, hard work, sacrifice, and perseverance.
| am grateful to God for bringing me this far and thankful to
everyone who supported, encouraged, and prayed for me
_ along the way. This achievement is not just a graduation

" picture; it is a reminder that with determination, patience,
and God’s grace, dreams can become reality. To God be the

Every day with God is every day in victory.” Dennis Arthur

eCongratulations to Blaise Zamena
Pascal on securing a new position
as teacher of mathematics at Novak
Academy.

eBob Kirby was recognized by

New American Welcome Center at a
ceremony at University YMCA on May
23. It was “African Day”, celebrating
those having a positive impact on the
community.

Church Office Hours

The church office is open:
Mon-Thurs 8:30 AM - 2 PM
Friday 8:30 AM - noon

Contact the church office during
these hours at 217.356.7238.

You can also send an email to
info@firstpres.church.

Child of First Pres
Honored

Andy Whitford, son of Dave

and Nancy, grew up at First Pres
participating in Youth Club and visiting
the Dominican Republic on a youth
trip. Less dramatic service was his
task of recording the sermons in the
back room.

After graduating from Centennial High,
Andy enrolled in the United States
Military Academy at West Point. Since
graduating from West Point in 2000
Andy has served his country in military
operations throughout the world. He
currently holds the rank of Lt. Colonel.

Later he obtained a master’s and
Ph.D. at Columbia University where he
studied military history. He became an
assistant professor and served in the
military for 20 years.

On April 10 Andy was honored with
the Champaign-Urbana Foundation
Distinguished Alumni award for
Centennial High. One of his
Centennial High School teachers was
Ann Webbink.
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Celebrate our
Neighborhood

Throughout this year’s discernment
process, we have been led to focus
more intentionally on our geographic
neighborhood. We are blessed to

be part of a vibrant and growing
downtown community, surrounded by
apartments, historic homes, and the
beautiful park across the street. This
season offers a meaningful opportunity
to deepen our connections and build
stronger relationships with our
neighbors.

We invite you to join us for the
following upcoming opportunities to
connect, serve, and celebrate with
our neighborhood community. Please
mark your calendar and participate as
you are able.

Food Pantry

Beginning June 4, we will serve
approximately 60 people on the first
Thursday of each month

from 12—1 Pm

First Kids

From July 27-31, we will collaborate
with DREAAM to provide a Mister
Rogers’ Neighborhood-themed
program. We have an enthusiastic
group of leaders in place and welcome
additional volunteers to support this
effort.

Feeding Our Neighbors: Gathering
Partners to Learn and Share

On August 12, we will host neighbors
and community partners interested

in food security for a roundtable
discussion in Centennial Hall focused
on sharing best practices. Time:
9-11:30 AM.

Big Block Party

Celebrate summer with our neighbors
on Sunday, August 16, from 4:30-6
PM. Enjoy food, music, and games for
all ages in the parking lot, alley and
Centennial Hall.

Stratton Academy of the Arts
Collection

We invite donations of school supplies
for teachers at our neighborhood

elementary school, as we did last year.

Collection dates are Sundays, August
23 and 30. Please note: this initiative
has not yet been confirmed.

International Family Game Time
Join us in Centennial Hall on
September 15 from 4:30-6 PM for an
evening of laughter, fellowship, and
fun for all ages.

Trunk N Treat

Our annual neighborhood gathering
returns on October 25 from 4:30—6 PM,
featuring treats, hot soup, and a joyful
time together.

Copies of the
2025 Annual Report
can be found
in the kiosks at church
or on the church website.

First Children -
First Youth

“But Jesus called the children to him
and said, ‘Let the little children come
to me, and do not stop them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as

these.” Luke 18:16

Our children are a treasured gift from
God. We are blessed with young
people and value the opportunity to
welcome and nurture them in faith.
We have exceptional mentors, but we
need more help. Teachers, assistant
teachers, song leaders, crafts, snack
providers can help us sustain and
advance our youth ministry. We

are expecting a robust year-round
Sunday School with a vacation bible
school the last week of July from 9:00
am to 12:30 PMm. Pleaser prayerfully
consider how you might support our
call.

Contact Claudia Kirby at
claudia.a.kirby@amail.com or
217-493-5916.
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The Heart of Mission

News from ELL
BY BonniE WARD, DIRECTOR
BONNIE@FIRSTPRES.CHURCH

One of the hardest parts of the job of
ELL director, besides using Google,

is the departure of students returning
home after their time here. On our
last day of classes (May 14) we said
"good-bye" to Juliana from Brazil.
She was so sad to leave and we were
equally sad to see her go.

Here is her beautiful speech that she
shared with us:

Dear friends and teachers,

I think | should start with an apology...
I’'m not very good at speeches. | get
emotional easily — a typical Brazilian
— so I'll do my best.

All of us left our countries for different
reasons, and we came to this program
probably with a similar goal: to survive
(or at least try to) in a new language
and a new culture.

What | didn’t expect was to find so
much more than just learning English.
Here, | found warmth. I felt part of

a group — part of a community. |
learned about different cultures, tasted
amazing foods, and, most importantly,
this experience taught me more about
empathy: to see one another without
Jjudgment and to realize how much

we all have in common, even with our
cultural differences.

To my classmates — my wonderful
friends — Thank you for sharing
this journey with me. | can't say
who I learned more from: you or the
teachers. | think it was the same.

To the teachers, you are truly the
soul of this program. Your dedication,
kindness, and generosity make all of
this possible. You have no idea how
much of a difference you’ve made

in my life. Especially to those who
were my teachers in the Green Class:
Vern, Donna, Laura, Mark — you are
extraordinary people. Thank you so
much.

And Bonnie — you are the heart that
keeps this program beating. We can
all feel your passion and care for
every single person here. Please keep

going!

For those who will continue in this
program, if | could give one piece of
advice, it would be this: enjoy every
single moment of this opportunity
because time really flies.

1 will carry this experience, and all of
you, with me wherever | go. And |
truly hope that one day, somewhere
in this world, our paths cross again.
Because now | know the world is not
as big as | once thought.

Mark and Juliana
Thank you.

This is what makes the ELL program
so special and such a critical part of |
First Presbyterian Church's role in our r '
community!

We are looking forward to welcoming
16 new students for summer school
which runs from June 1-July 23.

Thank you for your support of this
ministry.

Vern, Juliana and Donna
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Let’s Get Together for Café Cubano!

REGISTRATION

Café Cubano
June 6'N,2026
10am-I2pm EST

Join us on ZO00M as we share:
W hat v e lescarrescd ok L

It's time to register for this summer’s
Café Cubano, an opportunity to connect
with friends in the Cuba Partners

P AR CLESS Lo Network.

What wao port our
sibiing

{ ‘ﬂ. Cuba Partners MNetwork

Cuba Partners Network
Café Cubano
ONLINE - Saturday, June 6
from 10 AM - noon EDT
Click here to register and receive the Zoom link

Please join us for a thoughtful, motivational and prayerful virtual gathering, building on the momentum of our October
2025 Fort Worth Gathering and focusing on ways in which to continue to be in mutual partnership with our siblings in the
IPRC. And take advantage of another great opportunity to connect with both old and new friends engaged in partnership

with our siblings in Christ in Cuba.

While together on zoom, we’ll discuss:
e\What we've learned about the current context in Cuba and recent advocacy efforts;

e\What we’ve experienced from a panel of US partners who have recently visited their partners;

e\What we can do to support our siblings, particularly in response to the current crisis.
Please register now and take advantage of the opportunity to submit a question for our panel and for the planning team.
We look forward to seeing you all, con cafecito!

Questions? Please send an email to CubaPartnersNetwork@amail.com
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Verse of the Month

For as the earth brings forth its shoots and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

- Isaiah 61:11

Voice of the Day

Because no matter what, you are not alone, not with ten
quintillion insects on this planet and 390,900 plants known to
science—no, you are most certainly not alone in this rich and dark
dirt. - Aimee Nezhukumatathil

Praver of the Day

Tender of the ground, we often look above when we can also
find you below. Recall us to the roots of creation and spirit that
sustain all of us. - Soujourners

Let Us Pray to the Lord j éz @)ﬂm

Psalm 10:1-18

O Lord, you will hear the desire of the meek We express sympathy to...

(Paraphrase of) Psalm 10:17 e to the family and friends of

We may often feel God’s absence, but the right response isn’t to lose heart, Laura Walsten who died May 14,

but to entrust our problems to the Lord. 2026. A Celebration of Life was
held Saturday, May 30, at

Faith assures us that wickedness will surely be caught in its own net, but all Morgan Memorial.

too often in life it's the weak who are caught while the wicked go unpunished, ®  to the family and friends of

clinging to false values, practical atheism, prosperity without morality, and Bill Ackermann who died May
self-assured complacency. 29, 2026. Arrangements are

pending.
Three aspects must be kept in mind:
The Problem
The wicked are hostile in speech, murderous in intentions, and without
compassion. é A
The Solution If you or a loved one is in

the hospital or in need of
a pastoral visit, please let
the church office know.
Our pastor, staff, and
hospital visitors keep this
information confidential.

Prayer asking for divine intervention to defend the weak and the truth, asking
for the end of the powers of wickedness, without judgment.

The Assurance

The prayer is heard. Deliverance is complete. No matter how powerful the
threat or the enemy, prayer is sufficient, for the Lord is King and knows our
needs and has promised to protect, lift up, and help.

Your church wants to be in
touch. Blest be the tie that

binds.
Ao Y

From Su Voz (His Voice), a devotion from our sister church in Cuba 8

Oracién: May my trust always be in You; be our support in the midst of
adversity. Amen.
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Face to Face with Fred Foster, Evening Custodian at First Pres

Friday Morning Prayer

The men of the church gather through
Zoom each Friday at 8:15 AM for
prayer. We pray in turn, in our own
languages and own ways including
simply quietly listening to the prayers
of others. To receive a Zoom link or to
learn more inquire at info@firstpres.
church

Men’s Bible Study

Join us at 8:30 AM each Tuesday for
coffee and donuts, fellowship and
Bible study. We are currently learning
about nine Christian Virtues. We meet
in person in the Parlor and on Zoom.

lives in Decatur at age 99.

Tell us a bit about yourself.
| grew up in Decatur where my family lives. | am the fifth of eleven children and have six
children of my own, two boys and four girls. | played football in high school. My Mom still
| was an auto mechanic for forty years, but | suffered from
drug addiction for 20 years. That's what got me to Safe House, where | joined Canaan
Baptist Church. | have worshiped there for the past nine years.

Describe your role at First Pres?
| try to do what I'm told to do when I’'m told to do it.

What have you found interesting at First Pres?
It's a safe place to be for me. | like my work. People treat me well.

Anything else you want to share?
| ride my bike from Urbana- about four miles. That’'s good for me. That’s it.

Easy English Christian
Fellowship

Easy English Christian Fellowship
meets Sundays in the Christian
Education Building following

worship. We continue a nine-week
study of the fruits of the spirit which
will be followed by a six-week study of
prayer.

Our learners are recent immigrants.
Instructors are Dennis Arthur,
Jane Alsberg, Anne Craig, Bob
Kirby, Isaac Love and Kay Oke.
Parkland College is our partner.

Help Fill Our
Food Pantry

Food Distribution
first Thursday
of each month

12-1 PM.

A list of items needed
can be found in

Westminster Hall.

Monetary donations
always welcome!
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Flnance April 2026 Contributions

Financial Update
BY ANN WEBBINK, FINANCE TEAM
ANWEB2@YAH00.COM

23
62.7
&0
Contributions .
Total April contributions: $27.6k from ., -
plate and pledge plus $8.2K from =
prepaid= $35.8k This is $41.7k less £ 3
than last year and $26.9k under 20
budget. Total contributions YTD, 10
including prorated prepaid pledges are 0
Apri

$251.8k. This is $52.3K less than last

Cotributions inthousnds
A

year and $ 1K over budget. At 33.3% N 2025 m2026 Wbudget
of the year, we have 42.2% of the
budgeted contributions, including all YTD Contributions

prepaid contributions. o0

304.1

Expenses 300
April expenses were $99.9 K, which

is $15.7k more than last year and
$22k over budget. Expenses YTD are
$287.4K, which is $30.4k less than
last year and $24.2K under budget.

At 33.3% of the year, we spent 30.75%
of the budget. 50

250

200

150

100

Contributions inthousands

251.8250.8
Balance YTD -

Revenue from all sources exceeded

expenses by $64.9K which is $13.8

Apri
less than last year at the same

time. ExpensesYTD

W 2025 w2026 mbudget

325
Session Designated Funds 330 317.8

$1,082,440 which is $63,148 more 315 3116
than last month. 310

305
Summary of Restricted Accounts 300
$2801.49 was given to OGHS and P
$2959 was deposited in the new Food 20 -
Pantry account. = I

Apri

Expenses inthousands

280
275

270

Note
$22,177 was received from the

Cannon Trust. N 2025 W2026 Wbudget
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CHURCH oF CHAMPAIGN
302 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

Change Service Requested

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH oF cHAMPAIGN

302 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820
P:217.356.7238

E: info@firstpres.church

www firstpres.church

Sunday:
9:30 A Worship
10:30 aM  Coffee and Fellowship
10:40 am  Sunday School/Adult Discussions

Online Worship is also available at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings
thru YouTube, Facebook, and our church website.
Go to FirstPres.Live

Contact the church office for more information.

Pastors:

Beth Wagner........cccovvevevcncunerncunennce Interim Pastor/Head of Staff
Joseph Lundy ......cccocveveureuncrncnncen. Associate Pastor for Discipleship
Staff:

Ritchie Drennen ... Facility Manager

....... Office Assistant
..Audio-visual Technician

Patty Farthing.......cccccecuveuence
Robert Ferrer ........eeeeennnes

Fred FOSter ... Evening Custodian
Marcia Franks ... Office Administrator
Samuel Stephenson Director of Music
JIl SEEWAIT...ceceeeecececeecseieeesesessesescaennes Accounting
Bonnie Ward...........cccccuveeunee English Language Learner Director

Staff email addresses are the person’s first name followed by
@firstpres.church For example, beth@firstpres.church

Church Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8:30AM -2 PM

Friday 8:30 AM - noon

The newsletter is published monthly.
Deadline is the third Monday of the month for the following month’s edition.

Send submissions to marcia@firstpres.church.
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