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September 2026

We Appreciate You! 
Thank you so much for your continued support of the FPC food pantry! Our 
distribution in August  and September were VERY busy! We are truly blessed to 
have this opportunity to support our community.

We still need (more) help!

Our partnership with the Eastern Illinois Food Bank (EIFB) is in full swing! We’ve 
placed our first order with them which was delivered August 28. The EIFB does 
not unload our order from the truck. We’ve added a category to SignUpGenius 
for help unloading the truck each month.

Right now, our schedule is that we will:
	 1. pack (last Thursday of the month)
	 2. distribute (first Thursday of the month) and 
	 3. unload the EIFB truck (last Friday of the month)

We are using SignUpGenius to slot our volunteers. Please go to the site below 
to sign up for specific opportunities: 

With grateful hearts,
Marty, Ann, Bob, and Annie

2nd Sunday Brunch
September 13th 

Centennial Hall

Enjoy food and fellowship 
right after the 9:30 AM 
service.   

Donations appreciated!

Volunteers are needed to help 
with the brunches.  
If interested, please contact 
Carol Ann Green, (cadgreen@
comcast.net), 
Gary Peterson (amer_swede@
yahoo.com) or the church 
office.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D44A5AB23A1FE3-64732591-fpcfood#/
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Welcoming America – 
International Family Game Night

Let’s welcome neighbors from across our community to International Family 
Game Night. The date is September 15 and the time is 4:30-6 PM in Centennial 
Hall. This annual event is a part of Welcoming Week in America sponsored lo-
cally by University YMCA’s New American Welcome Center.

Our English Language Learners will be there as will guests from Hessel Park 
Church, League of Women Voters, Parkland College, Immigration Services of 
Champaign-Urbana and the Congolese Association of Champaign County.

We will play simple fun games for all ages and enjoy fellowship and snacks. We 
will chatter, scream out with laughter and go home with warm hearts.

This event is part of our First Pres outreach to the community. Help us meet and 
greet our neighbors. Let’s fill our space.

Let Us Always Pray
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

But whenever you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to
your Father who is in secret, and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward
you.  Matthew 6: 6 (NRSV)

Prayer is our refuge and our strength 
in difficult times. Prayer does not lie in
ostentation, but in intimacy with God. 
Entering our room, closing the door,
and praying in secret is an invitation to 
enter our hearts and cultivate true
intimacy with God who dwells within 
us, so that we may live out that 
genuine relationship far from the gaze 
of others and social expectations.

Life often pushes us to seek external 
validation, but in the silence of our
hearts we find a sacred space where 
we can be authentic. Prayer becomes
a sincere dialogue, where we share 
our struggles and our longings, and
where we hear the comforting voice of 
God, who rewards us with His
listening ear and His blessing.

Here we do not pray to God, but rather 
pray with God, who fills us with hope
to face the challenges of the day.
Prayer: Father, after each prayer, 
grant us the wonderful reward of your
blessing. Amen.

From Su Voz (His Voice) written by our 
siblings in Christ in Cuba
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We Are a Servant Missional Church 

Our mission and neighborhood discernment groups focused this summer 
on Vacation Bible School, our nascent food pantry and a neighborhood 
gathering. We have been blessed by all three.

Vacation Bible School had 14 volunteers and welcomed 22 children. The 
Food Pantry had the volunteers needed for unloading, packing and serving 
our monthly food distribution. 

Our community wide food symposium brought together a diverse group of
people from across Champaign Urbana to share their passions and their 
actions working to reducing hunger in our neighborhoods.

Our Neighborhood Block Party involved a long planning process through 
our Nurture, Outreach, Compassion Peace and Justice committees, our 
kitchen team and more. Despite the drenching rain moving us into a 
flooding basement we had a wonderful time of fellowship, food and games.

We will continue to reach out to our community with the following 
opportunities.

	 Our English Language Learners Program resumed August 24.

	 Our first Thursday monthly food distribution. To participate click here.

	 International Family Game Night    September 15    4:30-6 PM

	 Pet Blessing 	  October 4
	 Pride Fest    October 17
	 Trunk N Treat    October 25
	 Bach Concert in the Sanctuary    November 8
	 Community Christmas Caroling

Watch the online calendar on our updated website to access all church 
events.  (firstpres.church - resources- calendar)

Adult Sunday Discussions

Grab a cup of coffee and join us for Adult 
Discussion immediately following the 
service each Sunday in the Parlor.

September 6        
Kris Chapman from the Indoor Climate 
Research and Training Center of the 
Champaign County Regional Planning 
Commission will talk to us about
weatherization, insulation and ventilation 
and how ICRTC helps low-income home 
owners get assistance.

September 13 Brunch – No ASF Discussion

September 20     
Robert Ferrer will give us an Introduction 
to the Talmud.*

September 27     
Lisa Sheltra along with Gwenna Petz 
and Andrew Gerber from Salt & Light 
will talk about the Vocational Workforce 
Development programs at Salt & Light.

*Our very own Robert Ferrer will lead the 
Adult Discussion An Introduction to the 
Talmud on Sunday, September 20.  The 
Talmud is the central text of Rabbinic 
Judaism and the foundational source of 
Jewish religious law and tradition.

Composed between roughly the 2nd and 6th 
centuries CE, it consists of an authoritative 
written compilation of Jewish oral law, and 
an extensive multi-generational record of 
rabbinic analysis, debate and commentary.  
Rather than presenting a straightforward 
code of laws, the Talmud functions as 
an expansive, dialectical discussion that 
explores jurisprudence, ethics, customs, 
biblical interpretation and folklore

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D44A5AB23A1FE3-64732591-fpcfood#/
http://firstpres.church - resources- calendar
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All Enjoyed the BIG Block Party
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Verse of  the Day
Learn to do good; seek justice; rescue the oppressed; defend the 
orphan; plead for the widow. - Isaiah 1:17

Voice of  the Day
Christ himself  would agitate against them. He would agitate 
against the plutocrats and hypocrites who tell workers to go down 
on their knees and get right with God. Christ, the carpenter’s son,
would tell them to stand up on their feet and fight for 
righteousness and justice on earth. - Mary Harris “Mother” Jones

Prayer of  the Day
God who hears our pleas and petitions, transform the hearts of  
those who malign us so that they may hear us too, and keep us 
responsive to the causes that agitate us. - Sojourners

Joys & Concerns

We express sympathy to... 

	 l	to the family and friends of 		
		  George Grubb who died August 	
		  20, 2026. A Memorial Service
		  will be held at the church on
		  Friday, September 11, at 2 PM.

	 l	to the family and friends of 		
		  Dave Bauer who died August 	
		  28, 2026. 

		

If you or a loved one is in the hospital or in need of 
a pastoral visit, please let the church office know.   
Our pastor, staff, and hospital visitors keep this 
information confidential. 

Your church wants to be in touch.   Blest be the tie 
that binds.

Sharing Our Lives Together

A friend of the church is seeking work. “My skills are in Electricity and 
Telecommunications (Fiber Optics). I am currently studying Network 
Administration Support (Internet Network) at Parkland College.” *

A young friend of the church seeks practical experience in applying his 
Parkland studies in construction design and management in the workplace. *

Kayode Oke and Shina Oni will study remotely at Trine University this year. 
Both are pursuing master’s degrees in business administration.

We have young people seeking work. They can provide transportation, clean 
up your basement or garage, move furniture and other tasks manual tasks. 
Payment by cash is important.

* Contact Bob Kirby for connection if you need help. 217-621-5915 or 
rwk3213@gmail.com

mailto:rwk3213%40gmail.com?subject=
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Stay Connected 
by Camille James
canillejames11@gmail.com 

We’ve updated our church website! 
It will help members stay connect-
ed with the life of the church and 
help visitors find what they need 
quickly and easily.

You’ll find worship service links, the 
church calendar, sermons, bulle-
tins, newsletters, and an easy way 
to tithe. We hope it becomes your 
first stop when you’re looking for 
information!

The site is easy to use—but if 
you’d like someone to show you 
around, see Melinda Miller or 
Camille James 
after worship. 

Visit firstpres.church—and stop by 
often!

Financial Update 
by Ann Webbink, Finance Team
Anweb2@yahoo.com

Contributions
Total July contributions: $60.6k from 
plate and pledge plus $8.2K from 
prepaid= $68.8K.  This is $33.8k more 
than last year and $6.1K over budget.
Total contributions YTD, including 
prorated prepaid pledges are $415.9K. 
This is $36.4K less than last year and 
$ 23K under budget.  At 58.3% of the 
year, we have 60.7% of the budgeted 
contributions, including all prepaid 
contributions.

Expenses
July expenses were $45.2 K, which 
is $32K less than last year and $32.7 
under budget. Expenses YTD are
$520.8K, which is $60.2k less than 
last year and $24.5 under budget.
At 58.3% of the year, we have spent 
55.7% of the budget.

Balance YTD
Revenue from all sources exceeded 
expenses by $4.6K. Last year 
expenses exceeded revenue by 31K

Session Designated Funds
$1,814,968 compared to last month at 
$1,143,793. The large increase is due 
to the sale of the farmland.

Summary of Restricted Accounts
$1200 was donated to the Raindrop 
fund and $4140 to the general 
memorial fund.

Note: Cannon funds of $22,178 were 
received.

Finance

Looking for Free Books?

Browse our collection of donated 
books at our Little Book Exchange 
located between our Sunday 
hospitality table and library. 

You may return a book, pass it on 
to another or add to your home 
collection. Both secular and faith 
informed books are welcome. 

Church Office Hours

The church office is open:
	 Mon-Thurs   8:30 AM - 2 PM
	 Friday          8:30 AM - noon

Contact the church office during 
these hours at 217.356.7238.  

You can also send an email to 
info@firstpres.church.

http://firstpres.church
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302 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820
P: 217.356.7238
E: info@firstpres.church
www.firstpres.church

Sunday:
	 9:30 AM 	 Worship
	 10:30 AM	 Coffee and Fellowship
	 10:40 AM	 Sunday School/Adult Discussions

Online Worship is also available at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings 
thru YouTube, Facebook, and our church website. 
Go to FirstPres.Live

Contact the church office for more information.  

Pastors:
Joseph Lundy......................... Associate Pastor/Acting Head of Staff

Staff:
Ritchie Drennen...........................................................Facility Manager
Patty Farthing................................................................ Office Assistant
Robert Ferrer..................................................Audio-visual Technician
Fred Foster............................................................... Evening Custodian
Marcia Franks.......................................................Office Administrator
Samuel Stephenson.................................................. Director of Music
Jill Stewart.............................................................................. Accounting
Bonnie Ward.............................. English Language Learner Director

Staff email addresses are the person’s first name followed by 
@firstpres.church  For example, beth@firstpres.church

Church Office hours:
	 Mon-Thurs   8:30 AM - 2 PM
	 Friday          8:30 AM - noon

302 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

Change Service Requested

The newsletter is published monthly.  
Deadline is the third Monday of the month for the following month’s edition.  

Send submissions to marcia@firstpres.church.

mailto:info%40firstpres.church?subject=
http://www.firstpres.church

