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Isn’t this a beautiful graphic of the nativity? Do you like to color? A special coloring sheet of the
above picture is available at

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/site media/media/uploads/specialofferings/christmas joy/2
020/cjo20 coloring page.pdf

This picture shows the perfect gift in Jesus Christ given to us at Christmas. The Christmas Joy
Offering shares the perfect gift for some. Read about how Rev. Ken Tracy was able to pay for
his wife’s skilled nursing care through the Christmas Joy Offering.
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/the-nine-lives-of-the-rev-ken-tracy/

Every year on Christmas Eve, First Presbyterian Church Champaign takes

up the Joy Gift Offering, a special offering of the PC(U.S.A.). The Christmas Joy Offering
reflects that God is with us, through the generous gifts that support church leaders among us,
retired, present and future, who have pointed us to God. Even as we support our current and
former church leaders through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, God is calling
new leaders for our Church and world, through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and



colleges equipping communities of color -- offering students the means for a brighter future and
enhanced opportunities to use their talents and skills to serve God, the Church and the world for
years to come. Because God is with us, we see the potential of students of color who will become
our leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to encourage them, to be with them. 50% of
your gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of color. Because God is with us, we see church workers
who have critical financial needs and we come alongside them, to assist them — we are with
them. 50% of your gifts provide assistance for current and retired church workers and their
families with critical financial needs. Thank you for your gift to the Christmas Joy Offering —
for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

If you want more information about our other two December offerings, Advent and Angel
Tree/Food Offering, please go to https://firstpres.church/giving/.

Merry Christmas,
Rev. Dr. Rachel Matthews, Mission Coordinator
Let us keep all our mission partners in our prayers, those who are waiting to go back to their

place of ministry and those who are able to work where they are. Listen for God’s call to you
in their ministry.

Our PC(USA) Mission CoWorkers:

Mark Adams and Miriam Maidonado Escobar (Mexico)

Farsijanna Adeney-Risakotta (Indonesia)

Jeff and Christi Boyd (Central Africa)

Jo Ella Holman (Caribbean and Cuba) — And, for the mission coworker you are preparing to take
her place.

Bob and Kristi Rice (South Sudan)

Our regional and global mission partners:

Kemmerer Village (and Camp Carew)

Lifeline Pilots

Marion Medical Mission

Mission Aviation Fellowship

Opportunity International

Friends of Presbyterian Education Board in Pakistan Presbyterian Cuba Partnership
Special Offerings of the PC(USA)

Theological Education Fund

Young Adult Volunteers

Here in Champaign — Urbana:



CU at Home

CANAAN S.A.F.E. HOUSE
CANTEEN RUN

COURAGE CONNECTION
DREAAM

eMPTY TOMB, INC

FAITH IN ACTION

JESUS IS THE WAY PRISON MINISTRY
THE REFUGEE CENTER
RESTORATION URBAN MINISTRY
SALT & LIGHT

Here at First Presbyterian Church

FPCC Amateur Preachers

FPCC Environmental Committee working with Faith in Place
FPCC Presbyterian Women

FPCC ESL

FPCC Children, Youth and Families

FPCC Mission Possible/Go and Serve
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